
You Are a Witness. Lesson 2 9-22-19 
 

1 
 

Acts 1:8  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,  

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” 

Did you notice that this is not a request or an invitation but a statement of fact? 

Just like in Isaiah 49:6 the Lord tells his people 

… I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 

end of the earth.” 

He is not asking them to be a light but telling them that he will make them a light. 

You see, you are a witness whether you know it or not.  The way that you live, the 

words that you speak, the way that you treat people are all happening in the real 

world, not in a vacuum. 

DO YOU KNOW ME? 

A prosecuting attorney called his first witness, a grandmotherly woman, to the 

stand. He approached her and asked, “Mrs. Jones, do you know me?”  

She responded: “Why, yes, I do know you, Mr. Williams. I’ve known you since you 

were a young boy. And frankly, you’ve been a big disappointment to me. You lie, 

you cheat on your wife, you manipulate people and talk about them behind their 

backs. You think you’re a rising big shot when you haven’t the brains to realize 

you never will amount to anything more than a two-bit paper pusher. Yes, I know 

you.”  
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The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do, he pointed across the 

room and asked, “Mrs. Williams, do you know the defense attorney?”  

She again replied: “Why, yes, I do. I’ve known Mr. Bradley since he was a 

youngster, too. I used to baby-sit him for his parents. And he, too, has been a real 

disappointment to me. He’s lazy, bigoted and has a drinking problem. The man 

can’t build a normal relationship with anyone, and his law practice is one of the 

shoddiest in the entire state. Yes, I know him.” 

At this point, the judge rapped the courtroom to silence and called both 

counselors to the bench. In a very quiet voice, he said with menace, “If either of 

you asks her if she knows me, you’ll be jailed for contempt!” 

 

What is important to us in evident by the way we live. To be a witness for Jesus is 

to be a living sign of God's presence in the world. What we live is more important 

than what we say, because the right way of living leads to the right way of 

speaking.  

➢ When we forgive our neighbors from our hearts, our hearts will speak 

forgiving words.  

➢ When we are grateful, we will speak grateful words, and  

➢ when we are hopeful and joyful, we will speak hopeful and joyful words. 

Matthew 5:14–16  

“You are the light of the world.  

A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
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Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 

light to all in the house.  

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

To be a witness for Jesus simply means that we don’t hide from the world what 

he has done from us and what he means to us. 

When we talk about witnessing, we often get anxious and fearful but consider 

what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:26–29 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  

But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 

weak in the world to shame the strong;  

God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are,  

so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  

The disciples that Jesus chose and then sent out to be his witnesses were not 

trained theologians, polished public speakers or celebrities of any kind! 

They were ordinary people from everyday walks of life! 

Say you see a car accident.  A red car runs into a blue car. 

If you’re called in as a witness, you are not asked to explain the working of the 

internal combustion engine. 
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You are not called to explain the amount of force exerted by an automobile in a 

crash or how that impact is felt by the occupants. 

You are called to testify that you saw the red car run into the blue car. 

 

Jesus does not call on us to explain the mystery of the Trinity. 

He does not expect us to answer every question people might have about God 

and the world we live in. 

He does not expect us to say what we don’t know but rather to say what we do 

know. 

What do we know? 

➢ We know the Word of God! 

➢ We know the God who created us and everything in the Universe! 

➢ We know Jesus, the Christ, the Savior of the word and our Savior! 

➢ We know the Holy Spirit who is active through the Word of God, trying to 

bring all people to the truth, the saving knowledge of the Savior. 

There was a barber who thought that he should share his faith with his customers 

more than he had been doing lately. So, when the sun came up and the barber 

got up out of bed he said, “Today I am going to witness to the first man who 

walks through my door.”  

Soon after he opened his shop the first man came in and said, “I want a shave!” 

The barber went in the back and prayed a quick, desperate prayer, saying, “God, 
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the first customer came in and I’m going to witness to him. So please give me 

the wisdom to know just the right thing to say to him. Amen.”  

Then quickly the barber came out with his razor in one hand and a Bible in the 

other while saying, “Good morning sir. I have a question for you .... Are you 

ready to die?” 

Probably not the best approach to witnessing!  We should not witness with a 

razor in our hand but rather with love in our heart spilling out onto other people. 

 

Martin Luther made this bold statement: 

We live on earth only so that we should be a help to other people.  Otherwise, it 

would be best if God should strangle us and let us die as soon as we were 

baptized and had begun to believe. For this reason, however, he lets us live that 

we may bring other people also to faith as he has done for us…  Everything then 

should be directed in such a way that you recognize what God has done for you 

and that you, thereafter, make it your highest priority to proclaim this publicly 

and call everyone to the light to which you are called. 

You are the light of the world.  Don’t hide your light under a bushel. 

You are a city set on a hill.   

Let everyone see how great is the love which the  

Father has lavished on you in Jesus your Savior and Lord! 

People love stories. Jesus loved stories and told some of the best stories of all 

time. 
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➢ The prodigal son. 

➢ The Good Samaritan. 

➢ The Pharisee and the tax collector. 

➢ The shepherd and the lost sheep. 

Consider this story about a SURPRISE WITNESS: 

"Do you understand the charge against you?" 

"Yes, I do. But I said and did nothing to intentionally offend the tenets of Islam."  

I spoke slowly, wanting to pronounce each word correctly in the local dialect. 

"You are not permitted to defend yourself," shouted one of the university deans. 

"You are here to understand why it is you are facing 10 years in prison and to 

learn what happens to infidels who spread lies about religion among idealistic 

students." 

Leaning forward in his chair to deliver his vitriolic remarks, the dean did little to 

hide his hatred for myself and the other two Christians who taught in the 

predominantly Muslim university in Asia. There was little doubt in my mind that 

he was the one who had gone to the Islamic leadership of the city and filed the 

charges against us. 

Ten years in a foreign prison. The very real possibility of that struck me with a 

force that made it difficult to breathe. I felt as if the room was closing in on me 

and at any moment I might faint. 

Why was this happening? I had left a successful career in the United States as a 

police officer to follow God into full-time missions, and where do I find myself? 

Facing prison. The irony of the situation pained me. ... 
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"May I be permitted to say something? 

An audible gasp escaped from several in the room .... 

I recognized the speaker as the newly appointed dean of the teacher training 

division of the university. ... 

"As most of you know, I have just completed my Ph.D. from a university in the 

United States and am now a dean."  

The man spoke with perfect English when announcing his laudable 

accomplishment, in an effort I surmised, to establish his right to refute the 

accusing dean. The florid cheeks of the other proved he had been effective. 

"When I arrived in the United States as a new student, I was accompanied by 

my wife and daughter. As you can guess, I was terrified and my English was not 

very good ... 

Then one evening, two young men knocked on my door. Without even waiting 

for me to speak, they told me they understood how difficult it was coming from 

another country and not understanding the culture and language. They said 

they would take me around campus and show my wife where to shop and help 

me in any way they could. And they did.  

Those two men saved my career, and they didn't even know who I was." 

"And then," he continued after a brief pause, "you know what they did? They 

invited me to a Bible study. They were Christians. And I went to the study with 

them every Wednesday night for three years." 

The room was completely still. ... I held my breath. 
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What was the newly appointed dean doing? 

"Now, isn't it the dream of every professor and dean in this room to attend and 

obtain a graduate degree from a foreign university? ... 

I'll tell you who will help you. People, Christian people, like this."  

He pointed a slender finger in my direction and when our eyes met, I detected the 

slightest hint of a smile. ...  

"What does it tell them about our faith, if we put them in jail when they're 

here?"  

The meeting was adjourned. ... 

When I think of those two college students, two people I will never know this side 

of glory, I am reminded that no act of obedience to God is ever trivial. My life was 

protected because those two young men weren't too tired or too busy to knock 

on the door of a needy Muslim neighbor, and share the love of Christ. 

You’re new here. Can we help You in any way? 

That’s what it means to be a witness. 

Life is good because God is good.  I know I’m forgiven because of what Jesus did 

for me, and you, and everyone. 

That’s what it means to be a witness. 

1 Timothy 2:3–4  

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  

who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
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You are, each one, his witness. 

When we live according to the faith we received as gift by faith, it becomes clear 

to people in our lives that we have something that enables us to get through all of 

the difficulties of life in a fallen world knowing that ours is a heavenly kingdom 

which cannot be shaken. 

God’s love for us in Christ cannot be taken from us; not even death shall separate 

us. 

When we live this way, people see Jesus.  In his name. Amen 


