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James 1:22 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

What do you remember about learning to drive? 

Many of the old saints I used to visit would tell me stories of how their Dad would 

tell them to get behind the wheel of the family pickup or tractor as soon as they 

were big enough to reach the pedals. 

For me, it was Driver’s Ed at high school. You know, the instructor next to you 

with emergency override controls and three of your classmates in the back seat 

watching your every move. 

It was a very sweaty situation which culminated in the driving test with a local 

police officer.  I was fortunate to take my driving test during a rainstorm, so that 

the officer was in a hurry to get it over with and skipped parallel parking! 

My kids would tell you that I was their instructor. What made it especially difficult 

is that I taught the first three on a car with a manual transmission.  You can 

imagine the grinding gears and the stall outs that took place! 

The result is that all of us ended up with a license to drive; which is not only a 

great freedom but also a great responsibility!  Remember that-  

great freedom but also a great responsibility! 

When it came to learning how to drive, what if you could skip all that hassle and 

just “YouTube it” instead? 

That’s what an 8-year-old boy in Ohio did on one recent Sunday night. Our young 

innovator had a problem: mom and dad had fallen asleep early, and the boy and 
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his 4-year-old sister were desperate for some McDonald’s. The golden arches 

were a mile and a half away — too far for a walk in the dark. So, the boy did what 

any self-respecting Gen-Z kid would do when confronted with a conundrum. He 

looked up “How to drive a car” on YouTube, emptied his piggy bank, then 

bundled his sister into the car and headed out for cheeseburgers. 

Police said later that the boy obeyed all the traffic laws, didn’t hit a single thing, 

and drove “effortlessly” through town as though he had been driving for years — 

all because he watched a few minutes of video instruction and then did precisely 

what it said to do. 

You see, on the internet, someone somewhere has created a video to show you 

how to do what you’re about to attempt. Whether it’s a repair for your home or 

your car, how to put on makeup, learning self-defense or making dinner, all you 

need to do is look it up on the world’s most popular video site and soon you’ll be 

an expert yourself. 

In fact, you can find out how to do anything at all!  Check this out… 

“How to Make Homemade Ice.” 

You might laugh at this video but consider this – Imagine someone seeing this in 

the 1st century!  How do you “freeze until frozen” unless you’re a Viking! 

People in the ancient world obviously didn’t have YouTube. Most of their learning 

was accomplished by watching someone model the activity in question face to 

face or by receiving a letter from a distant instructor (which took way longer than 

even the USPS) 
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So, James wrote this letter to Jewish Christians who were caught up in the social 

tensions of the mid-first century, where outbreaks of violence and insurrection 

were taking place in Jerusalem and environs — a conflict that would lead to the 

Jewish revolt of A.D. 66 and culminate in the destruction of the temple and 

Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  

In fact, the whole Roman world was dealing with unrest, including economic 

problems, food shortages, and the rapid turnover of Roman emperors that led to 

an erratic government policy toward Christians, Jews and others. 

The problem before the church in this time of uncertainty can be summed up 

something like this:  

“How do we remain a faithful Christian community in the midst of this time of 

trial and temptation?”  

James wrote to encourage his brothers and sisters and to give them some 

instruction on how to navigate in difficult times. 

The letter reads like a series of tutorial videos on the Christian life, but here in the 

1st chapter, James made clear that no amount of instruction matters unless it is 

put into practice. James wanted the church to become experts not only in hearing 

the instruction but doing the instruction as well. 

James 1:12 

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation.  

Such a one has stood the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has 

promised to those who love him. 
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Faithfulness will often be challenged or tested. For James, this time of testing was 

not something that God had thrown down in front of his people to break them, 

but rather it was a chance to shine in the midst of a dark world as a community of 

the new creation that God had brought forth in the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. 

The key to remaining faithful is grounded in the word of God. 

It’s tempting to give into anger, revenge and nasty words. While there are a ton of 

instructional videos on YouTube, there are plenty of folks who also use that 

platform to rant and spew venom about some person, cause or issue. 

James tells us… 

James 1:19–21 

Know this, my beloved brothers:  

let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;  

for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 

Therefore, put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness  

and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your 

souls. 

Get rid of that kind of reactivity and instead, receive with meekness the 

implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

That word of God that you receive will manifest itself IN WHAT YOU DO! 

Martin Luther put it like this in his “Preface to Romans”. 
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When it comes to faith, what a living, creative, active, powerful thing it is. 

It cannot do other than good at all times.  

It never waits to ask whether there is some good work to do,  

rather, before the question is raised, it has done the deed, and keeps on doing 

it.  

A person not active in this way is a person without faith. 

There’s a very old story about a Christian man who had been lost at sea who 

washed up on the shore of a remote native village. 

Half-dead from starvation, exposure and sea water, he was discovered 

unconscious by the people of the village and was slowly nursed back to full 

health. He lived among the people for some 20 years. 

During his time with them, he lived out his Christian faith.  

➢ However, he sang no sacred songs.  

➢ He preached no sermons.  

➢ He neither read nor recited Scripture in public.  

➢ When people were sick, he visited them, sitting long hours into the night. 

➢ When people were hungry, he gave them of his own food. 

➢ When people were lonely, he kept them company. 

➢ He taught the children.  

➢ He always took sides with those who had been wronged.  

➢ There were few, if any, human conditions with which he didn’t identify. 
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After 20 years passed, missionaries came from the sea to the village and began 

talking to the people about a man called "the Christ." 

After hearing of this “Jesus,” the natives insisted that he’d been living among 

them for the past 20 years. “Come,” they demanded, “we’ll introduce you to the 

man about whom you’ve been speaking!” 

This reminds me of a quote often attributed to Francis of Assisi,  

“Preach the Gospel at all times. If necessary, use words.” 

It’s like that other one we’ve all heard, “God helps them that help themselves.” 

Neither one is true or biblical.  

➢ Jesus specifically instructed all his people to proclaim the gospel to the ends 

of the earth. 

➢ Jesus told us that we would be his witnesses; which means we give 

testimony! 

➢ Paul says, How will they believe if they have not heard? 

The point here is that our actions must be consistent with our testimony. 

Our deeds and attitudes must line up with God’s mission to bring his love to the 

world! 

James 1:22–25 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 

intently at his natural face in a mirror.  For he looks at himself and goes away and 

at once forgets what he was like.  
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But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 

being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  

If I watch a YouTube video on how to fix a leaky faucet but never pull out the tools 

and get to work putting what I’ve learned to good use, then I will still be stuck 

with a constant drip.  

If I just watch the video and say, “Yeah, I’ll get back to that sometime,” I’ll quickly 

forget everything I’ve learned.  

James says the same thing happens when we only hear the word of God and don’t 

put it into practice.  

If, on the other hand, we keep our focus on “the perfect law, the law of liberty,” 

and persevere in the midst of trial, being hearers and doers, we will be “blessed” 

in our doing.  

Jesus said this… 

Matthew 7:15–20  

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves.  

You will recognize them by their fruits.  

Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  

So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit.  

A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every 

tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
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Thus, you will recognize them by their fruits. 

Here Gentle Jesus Meek and Mild becomes Christ the Tiger, becomes both at 

once, this stern and loving man.  

I told you earlier to remember that receiving a license to drive is both  

a great freedom but also a great responsibility! 

Paul tells us in Galatians 5:1  

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery. 

Nowhere is the Gospel clearer than in Galatians.   

➢ By grace are you saved through faith. 

➢ It is not of your own doing. 

➢ It is not because of anything that you have done! 

But Paul continues about the Christian faith in chapter 5. 

Galatians 5:16–24  

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  

For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 

against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 

things you want to do…. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is  

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law.  
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And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires.  

The Holy Spirit works through the Word of God to bring us to faith in Jesus. 

When we believe, we receive the Spirit who then makes new creations out of us. 

Now we’re the beloved people of God who live no longer for themselves but live 

for the God who saved us; by loving him with our whole heart, soul, strength and 

mind, and our neighbor as self! 

And so, James reminds us… 

James 1:27 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this:  

to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained 

from the world.  

Being saved by the grace of God gives us the freedom to live as children of God, 

now and forever! But is also brings us a responsibility. 

You may be the only Christ anyone ever sees. When we are doers of the word, 

then they may see the light of Christ! 


