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John 1:6–8  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 

through him.  

He was not the light,  

but came to bear witness about the light. 

Today we’re embarking on a 6-week series titled,  

EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS! 

The Greek word for witness is one you’ll all recognize.  

μαρτυρίαν 

In today’s English, martyr may bring to mind an image of a religious extremist 

who detonates a bomb on his own body in public places, murdering innocent 

bystanders. 

For Christians, the image is much different; martyrs are those who courageously 

and publicly sacrificed their lives for the faith. The annals of the early church are 

abounding with stories of courageous believers who gave up their lives rather 

than renounce their faith in Christ. 

But, unlike terrorists, early Christian martyrs never sought their own death and 

they would not and did not murder others. 
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The first martyr in the Scriptures is the apostle Stephen, who was stoned to death 

because he was telling people about Jesus the savior who rose from the dead.  

The letter to the Hebrews rattles off a list of those who suffered mightily — and 

triumphantly — for their faith: 

Hebrews 11:35-38  

Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 

resurrection.  

Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment.  

They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword;  

they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 

— of whom the world was not worthy. 

Unlike the sort of witnesses who sit in court and just say a lot of words, these 

witnesses — these martyrs — testified to their faith by how they lived and how 

they died. 

I think that courtroom dramas are so pervasive that the default definition for 

witness probably refers to someone sitting on the stand answering questions 

from a lawyer.  Questions sometimes like these: 

Lawyer: "Doctor, how many autopsies have you performed on dead people?" 

Witness: "All my autopsies have been performed on dead people." 
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Lawyer: "What is your date of birth?" 

Witness: "July 15th." 

Lawyer: "What year?" 

Witness: "Every year." 

 

Lawyer: "Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a pulse?" 

Witness: "No." 

Lawyer: "Did you check for blood pressure?" 

Witness: "No." 

Lawyer: "Did you check for breathing?" 

Witness: "No." 

Lawyer: "So, then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the 

autopsy?" 

Witness: "No." 

Lawyer: "How can you be so sure, doctor?" 

Witness: "Because his brain was sitting on my desk in a jar." 

Lawyer: "But could the patient have still been alive, nevertheless?" 

Witness: "Yes, it is possible that he could have been alive and practicing law 

somewhere!" 
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When Christians hear the word witness, we might break out in a cold sweat, 

imagining ourselves in a courtroom, having our words twisted by a clever lawyer. 

Or we might see ourselves in the role of the lawyer, afraid that we’ll say 

something stupid, like: 

Lawyer: "You were there until the time you left, is that true?" 

Lawyer: "So you were gone until you returned?" 

Lawyer: "The youngest son, the 20-year-old, how old is he?" 

Or, we might even see ourselves as the judge on the bench, banging his gavel and 

pronouncing condemnation. 

In reality it is something quite different. 

Deuteronomy 6:4–7 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your might.  

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  

You shall teach them diligently to your children and shall talk of them when you 

sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 

when you rise.  

God, through Moses, told the people that they would be a light to the world by 

living according to the Word of God.   
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To be a witness simply means to live the way God wants you to live. 

• Let people see that you love God and others. 

• Let people hear what promises God has made and kept for you. 

• Let people see and hear what it means that you are a child of God! 

It doesn’t mean that you are smarter than everyone else and can bring them into 

God’s Kingdom through the cleverness of your arguments. 

It is by grace that we are saved through faith. That is the work of the Holy Spirit!  

We let people see and hear what the Holy Spirit has done for us. 

It doesn’t mean that someone else’s eternal welfare is our responsibility. 

We are called to love God and neighbor and let others be drawn to Christ’s light 

evident in our lives. 

CUSTOMER EVANGELISM:  One management-consulting firm has recognized that 

the Christian church originated the viral loop. They encourage their clients to start 

“customer evangelism” programs. 

It has nothing to do with religion. Customer evangelists are people who advance 

the marketing of their favorite company’s product by word of mouth. Here’s what 

they say, 

“New customers are scarce. Successful marketers work with salespeople to service 

their existing customers with gusto, generating super-charged loyalty. Witness the 

emotional — and profitable — brand loyalty for Harley-Davidson motorcycles, 

Apple Macintosh computers and Krispy Kreme doughnuts.” 
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When people ask me how I can be fit at my age I tell them that I’ve found a magic 

formula. 

I eat less and better and exercise more! 

When people ask me how I face uncertainty, deal with setbacks and 

disappointment, overcome grief I tell them, 

Thanks be to God who give me the victory through Jesus Christ who died for my 

sins and rose to make me his own. 

That’s what witnessing is! 

Paul writes to Timothy: 

1 Timothy 2:3–6  

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  

who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus,  

who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 

time. 

Let’s consider an example of Jesus being a witness. 

Mark 5:1–5  

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.  
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And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of 

the tombs a man with an unclean spirit.  

He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a 

chain,  

for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the 

chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces.  

No one had the strength to subdue him.  

Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out 

and cutting himself with stones. 

This guy had serious problems! But Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. God 

wants all people to be saved! So, what did Jesus do?  

He came to the man who needed him! 

Even though this man was broken,  

Jesus had compassion on him and came to help him! 

Jesus cast out the evil spirits and the man came to his right mind. 

Jesus delivered the man from a seemingly hopeless circumstance! 

Mark 5:18–20  

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons 

begged him that he might be with him. And he did not permit him but said to him,  
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“Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, 

and how he has had mercy on you.”  

And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had 

done for him, and everyone marveled. 

Jesus has made us whole and now sends us to share with others what he has 

done for us! 

That is what it means to be a witness. 

No reason to be afraid! 

We’ll spend time in Sunday School talking about practical applications for 

witnesses.  We’ll look at scenarios we often face and see how we might let Christ 

be seen in us. Over the next 6 weeks we hope that we can all gain a little 

confidence as we realize that Every One Of Us Is His Witness! 

 


