
The City of God  July 8, 2018 Psalm 48 

 

1 
 

Psalm 48 

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of our God!  

His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in 

the far north, the city of the great King.  

Within her citadels God has made himself known as a fortress.  

For behold, the kings assembled; they came on together. As soon as they saw it, 

they were astounded; they were in panic; they took to flight. Trembling took hold 

of them there, anguish as of a woman in labor. By the east wind you shattered the 

ships of Tarshish.  

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of 

our God, which God will establish forever.  

We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple.  

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth. Your right 

hand is filled with righteousness.  

Let Mount Zion be glad! 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your judgments!  

Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well her ramparts, 

go through her citadels,  

that you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God forever and ever. 

He will guide us forever. 
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Jerusalem is an ancient city. It is 1st mentioned in the Bible as early as Genesis 14, 

where it is called Salem, and it was governed by Melchizedek, King of Salem, King 

of Righteousness, priest forever! 

The city is also associated with Moriah, where Abraham was prepared to sacrifice 

his son Isaac. 

It is in a mountainous region and only 60 miles to the south is Beersheba and a 

vast desert. 

The Gihon spring offered the ancient city a water supply, and as a city protected 

on three sides by steep valleys perched on a hill, its longevity was ensured. 

It was a wedge-shaped stronghold, a natural fortress. 

Within its citadels God has shown himself a sure defense! 

The city was a frequent site of joyous celebrations.  

David danced and rejoiced when the Ark of the Covenant was brought to the city 

coinciding with the advent of his regency there.  

Solomon threw a huge party when his temple was dedicated.  

1 Kings 8:13  

Then Solomon said, … 

‘I have built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever.’  

And King Josiah also gathered the people of Israel together for an enormous 

Passover observance, one of the greatest of all time.  

2 Chronicles 35:18 
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No Passover like it had been kept in Israel since the days of the prophet Samuel; 

none of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as was kept by Josiah! 

50 years later, the city was in ruins and Judah was desolate and many of its 

inhabitants were carted off to Babylon, an exile that lasted more than 70 years. 

But the city and the temple were rebuilt under the leadership of Ezra & 

Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. 

In Jesus’ day, Jerusalem was an occupied city, but its religion flourished thanks in 

part to the presence of the second temple whose most recent renovations had 

been completed by King Herod! 

Jerusalem and the temple were utterly destroyed by the Romans, led by Titus, in 

A.D. 70. 

In the 130’s: Emperor Hadrian rebuilt it as a city dedicated to Jupiter called Aelia 

Capitolina. Jewish and Christian presence in the city is forbidden and a temple to 

Jupiter is built on the Temple Mount and a temple to Venus is built on Calvary. 

Later in the 2nd century restrictions over Christian presence in the city are relaxed. 

After Constantine makes Christianity legal in the Roman Empire Jerusalem 

becomes an important place in the church. 

In the early 600s the city is captured and controlled by followers of Mohammed 

and, except for a brief time under Crusader rule, it remains Muslim until the 

British take control after the 1st World War. 

That is a brief history of Jerusalem, the City of God. 
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Many cities like to think that they have personality and character that is unique to 

them. Do you know these cities? 

➢ The Eternal City (Rome),  

➢ The City of Light (Paris),  

➢ The City of Brotherly Love (Philadelphia),  

➢ The Big Apple (New York),  

➢ The Big Pineapple (Honolulu),  

➢ The Windy City (Chicago),  

➢ The Mile-High City (Denver),  

➢ The City of Angels (Los Angeles),  

➢ Tinseltown (Hollywood),  

➢ The Big Easy (New Orleans),  

➢ Beantown (Boston), 

➢ Motor City (Detroit),  

➢ Sin City (Las Vegas),  

➢ City of Roses (Portland),  

➢ The Queen City (Cincy) 

Some have slogans that aren’t so great, like:  

Fort Laramie: “Welcome to the town of Fort Laramie — 250 good people and 6 

soreheads.” 

 “Incredinburgh” —Edinburgh apparently paid someone £300,000 to come up 

with this slogan, which resulted in the resignation of the CEO of Edinburgh’s 

dedicated marketing organization. It was then replaced with Winterinedinburgh 

and Goaheadinburgh, which are, of course, much better.  
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Hong Kong: “Hong Kong will take your breath away.” Unfortunately, this 

campaign was launched at the same time as the SARS scare in 2003. 

 “City of Cheese, Chairs, Children and Churches” — Sheboygan, Wisconsin cannot 

make up its mind. 

In Psalm 48, Jerusalem is called the city of God. 

What other town would dare to market itself in such a manner? 

What is the relevance of Jerusalem’s moniker of City of God? 

First: this city, Jerusalem, is a fortress and stronghold, like God. 

His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in 

the far north, the city of the great King.  

Within her citadels God has made himself known as a fortress.  

Psalm 46:1  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

Therefore, we will not fear… 

Our God promises us that nothing can separate us from his love in Christ. Not 

even the gates of hell can prevail against him! 

Second, God’s love is forever. 

It does not wax and wane. It is not unpredictable or capricious.  

The city of God which God establishes forever.  

We ponder your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple. 
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He will always be with us to keep us as his own, forever!   

Third, God is to be praised. 

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of our God!  

Have you ever walked into a huge cathedral or some recently completed structure 

of amazing architecture? As you approach this wonder, what do you say? You say, 

“Wow! This is amazing!” And all that you see points to the skill and genius of the 

architect. 

When you contemplate the city of God, you cannot help but think of the 

Architect. When you enter the presence of God, what is there to say but,  

“Wow! You are amazing, God! There is no One like you!” 

Fourth, God “will be our guide forever”. 

In Revelation, Jerusalem is described as a “holy city,” and a new version of the city 

is seen descending from heaven. 

This new Jerusalem is a vision of a post-mortal life that is everything John’s 

audience — beleaguered and suffering Christians — yearned for. Whereas the 

Christian believer in this life suffered persecution, the threat of death and all 

manner of distress, in the next life he or she would rejoice in the presence of God. 

And one’s new existence in this holy city (located on or in an entirely new heaven 

and earth) would be beautiful by comparison. 

Revelation 21:1–5  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth,  
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for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 

more.  

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying,  

“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 

they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,  

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away.”  

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

Also, he said,  

“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

Augustine was bishop of Hippo in North Africa in the 4th century and was one of 

the most influential writers in the history of the Christian Church; his influence 

went all the way to Luther! 

One of his most important works was “City of God”. 

This book presents human history as a conflict between what Augustine calls the 

city of man and the city of God, a conflict that is destined to end in victory for the 

latter.  

The city of man consists of people who have immersed themselves in the cares 

and pleasures of the present, passing world. 
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The city of God is marked by people who dedicate themselves to the eternal 

truths of God, revealed fully in the Christian faith.  

Consider what Jesus has to say about this. 

Matthew 6:19–34  

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal,  

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on.  

Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  

31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 

drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  

For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 

you need them all.  

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be added to you.  

Matthew 13:44–46  

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up.  
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Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,  

who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 

bought it. 

Matthew 5:14–15 

“You are the light of the world.  

A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  

Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand,  

and it gives light to all in the house. 

Jerusalem may be called the City of God, but like all earthly cities it has 

disappointed, it has failed, it has fallen. The true city of God is not a place but a 

people. 

1 Peter 2:9–10  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  

a holy nation, a people for his own possession,  

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 

his marvelous light.  

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;  

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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The city of God is wherever his people, made new through a gift of grace received 

by faith proclaim his love and mercy and live out our salvation! 

Wherever God’s people love him and neighbor, his name is praised and his light 

spreads! 

We live in the city of God! 

He is our fortress! 

His love is ours forever! 

We praise him when we live not for ourselves but for the benefit of others! 

He guides us every day as we lay up treasures for ourselves in heaven! 

 

 


