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In May of last year, a 13-star American flag used in James Buchanan’s 1856 

presidential candidacy set an auction record when it sold to a Pennsylvania 

antique business for $275,000.  

When it comes to putting a value on old Old Glories, it’s actually better if the flags 

show age and usage, which makes flags an anomaly in the world of collectibles, 

where for most things, “mint condition” increases value. When it comes to flags, 

early vintage, faded colors and obvious wear and tear push the cost up. 

The U.S. Congress established a flag for our nation as an emblem of national 

identity. We recall this every time we say the Pledge of Allegiance:  

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic 

for which it stands ...”  

In common speech, we often refer to our form of government as a democracy, 

but technically, it’s a republic, which means it is a country governed by elected 

representatives.  

Benjamin Franklin said, “Democracy is two wolves and a lamb voting on what to 

eat for dinner. Liberty is a well-armed lamb contesting the vote.” 

This week we celebrate Independence Day, which celebrates our flag and the 

republic for which it stands. It’s not a religious holiday but we church people, 

along with our fellow citizens, benefit from our nation’s independence. So, today 

we have good reason to think about the things Independence Day represents and 

how they interact with our faith. 

There is always a danger that we take the ideals of our faith, the ideals of our 

republic and mush them all together. 



The Republic for Which It Stands July 1, 2018 Deuteronomy 10 

 

2 
 

They are not the same thing, and we do well to remember that! 

Consider that the political system under which Christianity turned the world 

upside down was an imperial form of government with an all-powerful Caesar at 

its head. Many, if not most, of the world’s Christians today live under other forms 

of government, many of which are repressive. More Christians worship on any 

given Sunday in China than in all of Europe. 

Having said that, however, we can recognize that it is far easier — and certainly 

less risky — to be a Christian under our government which explicitly claims in 

principle to limit government interference in religion.  

The 1st Amendment to the Bill of Rights states: 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 

the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances. 

Such limits might exist in a dictatorship, depending upon the dictator’s whims. 

Or an oligarchy, depending again upon the whims of the ruling class. 

Or a democracy, depending upon the whims of a majority. 

Or even a republic, depending upon the whims of those elected or otherwise in 

charge.  

And, of course, a theocracy by definition would impose its favored religion on the 

people.  
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But our republic declares it will “make no laws respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise” of religion. 

So, it is right and proper that we should be thankful that we live in our republic, 

and we should pray for those Christians who face persecution under other kinds 

of government. 

Let’s also remember that our republic has done a great service for Christians. Our 

civil liberties, the Bill of Rights, the freedom of minorities, our right to dissent and 

even the separation of church and state, all contribute to an environment where 

it is safe and, in some cases, even popular to be Christians.  

So well does our republic serve us in our faith, as well as in most parts of our lives, 

that we generally take it for granted. But today, let’s think about the principles of 

our representative republic that have Christian equivalents.  

The first is that our representative democratic republic, like Christianity, puts 

values on individuals. Abraham Lincoln called our system “a government of the 

people, by the people, for the people.” Our government operates on the idea 

that an individual should have an influential voice in how they are governed and 

who governs them. Thomas Jefferson wrote that, “The care of human life and 

happiness, and not their destruction, is the first and only legitimate object of 

good government.”  

This matter of how persons are viewed is the primary difference between our 

constitutional republic and other forms of government. Although most 

governments — including many dictatorships — claim to exist for the good of 

“the people,” the political philosophy founding our government says that the 

purpose of government is to secure the rights that God endowed to individuals.  
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God values persons! 

Deuteronomy 10:17–18 

For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and 

the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.  

He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, 

giving him food and clothing.  

Consider what Paul is writing about in 2 Corinthians 8  

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given 

among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their 

abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 

generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, 

and beyond their means, of their own accord,  

begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—  

Because the Christians in Corinth loved the Lord, they cared about other people 

who were in need.  And they did this by following the example set by Christ 

himself… 

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 

poverty might become rich…  

A second parallel is that both Christianity and our representative republic 

recognize a loyalty higher than to the state. 
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As people who are governed by laws and required to pay taxes, we might think 

that a republic tolerates no other loyalty but, in fact, it does. Our founders built in 

a system of checks and balances so that no part of the government should 

become too powerful. Under our Constitution, we are not voiceless slaves of our 

government, and while our system does not operate flawlessly, there is built-in 

tolerance for choices made by individual conscience, protected by our Bill of 

Rights and by the courts.  

Our government allows opposition parties.  

It protects free speech, even when such speech is critical of our government and 

its officials.  

Consider what John the Baptizer told people… 

Luke 3:7–14 

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping 

with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,  

‘We have Abraham as our father.’  

For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked 

him,  

“What then shall we do?”  

And he answered them,  
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“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 

food is to do likewise.”  

Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we 

do?” And he said to them,  

“Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”  

Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them,  

“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be 

content with your wages.” 

Jesus likewise tells us to be good citizens, to render unto Caesar… 

But then consider Hebrews 11:8–13 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance.  

And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  

By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 

with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.  

For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 

builder is God.  

By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the 

age, since she considered him faithful who had promised.  
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Therefore, from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as 

many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by 

the seashore.  

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 

them and greeted them from afar,  

and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  

Be good citizens but remember that your ultimate loyalty is to the Kingdom of 

God and to Christ your Savior and Lord! 

A third parallel is that both our republic and Christianity, when practiced rightly, 

care not only about the liberty of individuals, but also about their equality. 

Equality as an ideal was stated boldly in our Declaration of Independence —  

“All men are created equal” 

but it took three amendments to the Constitution (13, 15 and 19),  

13th Amendment  

"Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime 

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United 

States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction." 

15th Amendment 

The "right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 

by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous 

condition of servitude." 

19th Amendment 
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The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 

by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

No one, by reason of ancestry or position, is to be considered better or worse 

than others. The law is to apply equally to all, without exceptions. In America 

today, equality still sometimes falls through the proverbial cracks, but the ideal is 

there in our system of government, and that is a big difference between our 

republic and other forms of government. 

Remember the parable of the rich man and the beggar Lazarus, which reminds us 

that Jesus did not consider the rich of more worth than the poor.  

When Peter explained Christianity to the Gentiles gathered at the house of 

Cornelius, one of the things he said was that  

Acts 10:34  

God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who does what is right is 

acceptable to him.  

And perhaps the greatest statement of equality ever written, 

Romans 3:21–24  

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, 
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Here’s a final parallel: For Christianity and our republic to work, they both need 

responsible citizens.  

Consider what happens to a republic when its citizens: 

➢ won’t run for public office,  

➢ won’t vote,  

➢ won’t work for the common good,  

➢ duck paying taxes and  

➢ mistreat others.  

Now consider what happens when Christians: 

➢ won’t volunteer at the church,  

➢ won’t give to the church,  

➢ won’t practice their faith,  

➢ won’t love their neighbors, 

➢ won’t shine with the love of Christ.  

Both our country and our faith need sincere practitioners. Nationally, we need a 

citizenry committed to making the ideals of liberty the practices of life in America. 

In order for the church to be faithful to its mission, followers of Jesus must be 

committed to making the ideals of the kingdom of God the practices of daily life. 

This is not an either-or situation. Christians everywhere are citizens of two 

countries, one on earth and one in eternity.  

Our two citizenships can neither be fully united nor fully separated. 

➢ We cannot withdraw from the world and pretend we are somehow 

dwelling only in the commonwealth of God now;  
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➢ nor can we simply embrace the world and assume earthly governments 

fulfill God’s will.  

Some years ago, a pastor in Nepal was imprisoned for preaching the gospel in that 

predominantly Hindu nation. It was not a happy situation for him, but here’s what 

he said about the Christians there:  

“Even though we are persecuted, we who are Christians pride ourselves on 

being the best citizens our king has. We try to be faithful to the fullest extent we 

can. We love our country — but we love God more.” 

Let us thank God for the republic in which we live and the flag for which it stands, 

and the freedom it makes possible. And let us strive to be good citizens of this 

country, knowing that as we work for the common good of all, we are being good 

citizens of God’s kingdom as well. 


