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John 3:8 

The wind blows where it chooses and you hear the sound of it, but you do 

not know where it comes from or where it goes.  

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. 

How would you describe the wind? 

How about- an invisible but powerful force? 

For thousands of years, no one thought that the wind could be measured. 

But then, in the late 1700s, a cabin boy in the British Navy began to keep a 

meteorological journal so that he could stay on top of weather conditions. 

His name was Francis Beaufort, and he grew up to become a Rear Admiral, 

serving the Navy for 68 years. Over the course of his career, he developed a 

method for describing the wind that became known as “The Beaufort 

Scale.” 

In concise but poetic prose, it classifies wind speed and force into 13 levels 

measured by the observed effect on trees, rising smoke, sails, waves and so 

on.” Consider a few of his definitions. 

Calm is a “sea like a mirror.” 

When a light breeze is blowing, you see small wavelets on the water, and 

the crests don’t break. 

A moderate breeze creates small waves,  

while a strong breeze generates large waves, white foam crests and 

probably spray. 

When a gale is beginning to blow, you see moderately high waves and 

crests that begin to break into sea spray. 
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 A storm is defined by very high waves with long, overhanging crests. The 

surface of the sea takes a white appearance, and the tumbling of the sea 

becomes heavy.   

And at the top of the scale is a hurricane — a wind condition you don’t 

want to see firsthand!  

“The air is filled with foam and spray, and the sea is “completely white 

with driving spray.” 

With his descriptions of every condition from calm to hurricane, Francis 

Beaufort created a way to describe the wind — a scale that is still in use 

today.  

50 days after Jesus rose from the dead and 10 days after he ascended to 

the Father in Heaven, the apostles gathered to celebrate the harvest 

festival known as Pentecost in Jerusalem.  

Acts 2:2-4 

And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind,  

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  

And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of 

them.  

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 

Suddenly, the international crowd that had gathered in Jerusalem could 

hear the apostles speaking about God’s deeds of power — they could 

understand what the apostles were saying, miraculously each in his native 

language. 
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  But the force of the wind did not end there. It inspired the apostle Peter, 

who had acted like a Christ-denying coward just a few months earlier, to 

stand in front of a mob of mockers and shout,  

“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem ... listen to what I say.” 

Peter proclaimed that the coming of the Holy Spirit matched the words of 

the prophet Joel — words that told of how God would pour out his Spirit 

upon all people.  

Peter said to the crowd, 

 Your “sons and your daughters shall prophesy,”, and  

“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved!” 

What a mighty wind it was, whipping through Jerusalem and blowing away 

the everyday expectations of everyone who was gathered there.  

People were impacted, lives were changed, and it was — for apostles and 

members of the crowd alike — the storm of the century. 

But how can we measure the force of this holy wind? 

If we were to apply “The Spirit Scale,” what would that look like? 

How do we experience the Holy Spirit in our lives today? 

The Holy Spirit can create a Calm. 

G.K. Chesterton, the witty British Roman Catholic writer and journalist of 

the early 20th century, once said that there are two kinds of people in the 

world. When tree branches and leaves are waving wildly in the wind, 

people think of it in two opposite ways. He explains that most of 

humankind through the centuries has always believed that the wind moves 

the trees. But in recent times, he said, a whole new breed of people has 
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emerged. They assume that it is the movement of the trees that creates the 

wind.  

  He was  joking, of course, to make a good point.  

The human consensus has always been that the invisible is what’s behind 

the visible.  

But after observing how modern people think, he reports with alarm that 

the broad consensus has fallen apart and modern people naively assume 

that what they see and hear and touch is the all of reality. What can be 

tested and verified by the senses is all there is. 

Calm is the condition we experience when the Spirit leads us, equips us, 

and gives us serenity and peace. Jesus said when he appeared to the 

disciples after his resurrection. 

John 20:21-23 

Peace be with you,  

as the Father has sent me, so I send you!  

Then he breathed on them and said,  

Receive the Holy Spirit! 

Giving them the power to forgive sins.  

When the Spirit Scale reads “calm,” we are given peace and a sense of 

purpose — we know that we belong to God, and that we now possess a 

sense of direction. 

  This Spirit-scale calm is something we feel even though our lives may be 

buffeted by hurricane force winds. Whatever the nature of the external 

wind that is assailing us, the calm of the Spirit keeps us on mission, on 
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point, and on message. We are unmoved. We are unfazed. We are 

experiencing the “calm” of the Holy Spirit. 

Strong breeze. 

At other times, the Holy Spirit comes as a “strong breeze,” a Spirit-wind 

that has a creative quality to it and leads to surprising improvements and 

new directions in our lives. In the Bible, this is seen in the “wind from God” 

that swept over the face of the waters at the moment of creation, bringing 

order out of chaos (Genesis 1:2).  

➢ This is the Spirit-wind that came upon the anointed figures of the Old 

Testament when they were empowered for specific tasks and 

missions.  

➢ This is the Spirit of the Judges like Samson and Gideon and Deborah. 

➢ This is the Spirit that came upon the prophets like Elijah and Elisha. 

➢ This is the Spirit that rested upon John the Baptist as he faced down 

Herod. 

When we head into a situation where new directions, fresh opportunities 

and unlimited possibilities face us, we look to the Holy Spirit for the “strong 

breeze” to empower us according to the will of God.  

When Billy Graham held his historic crusade in Montgomery, Alabama, in 

the 1960s, he insisted on an integrated choir. The newspaper editorialized 

that Graham had come to Alabama and set the church back a hundred 

years. Graham’s answer was classic: “If that’s the case, I failed in my 

mission,” said Graham. “I intended to set it back 2,000 years.” 
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Gale. 

Higher up the scale is the Spirit as a “gale,” a force that breaks patterns and 

shakes up the status quo.  

A couple from a jungle in Africa arrived in Kingston, Ontario, and were given 

a fully equipped home to live in. They were handed the keys, but no one 

thought of explaining about the electrical appliances. During the month of 

July they went to bed when it got dark and rose with the sun. They 

collected wood and were able to cook in the fireplace. They found water 

came from the taps, and they did their washing in the kitchen, and dried 

their clothes on the line.  

  But by November they were cold, miserable and very frightened. Happily 

some friends came to visit, found the house in darkness and they flicked on 

the lights. They showed the couple how they could set the thermostat to 

heat the house and use the electric stove for cooking.  

  The next week they learned about the washer and dryer, the vacuum 

cleaner, how to answer the telephone and dial their friends. The television 

helped them find out about Canada, and how people survived the Canadian 

winter.  

  This story illustrates the huge change that took place on the Day of 

Pentecost. The couple from Africa discovered that they were living in a 

house in which they were free to enjoy light, and heat, and the many 

appliances needed for the Canadian winter. In Jesus’ day the Pharisees and 

other religious leaders had never told people all that God had for them. 

They presented a legalistic system that allowed them to control others in 

the arrogance of their self-righteousness. Jesus came to show how deep 
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the Father’s love was for the world and how far He was willing to go in 

order to reconcile the world to himself. On the Day of Pentecost, the early 

Christians began to experience the light and power available to them by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. The gale that began that day soon became a  

  Hurricane.  

We’ve reached the top of the wind chart or the Spirit Scale. This is what 

issued from Jerusalem after Pentecost, turning the world upside down. The 

apostles were reoriented by the wind of the Spirit. No longer looking 

inward at themselves now they looked outward toward a world in 

desperate need of the gospel. They were changed from fearful disciples 

into fearless evangelists, and they headed off into the mission field with a 

powerful sense of purpose.  

 When you look at a real-life hurricane, you see the power of nature at 

work — hurricanes release the energy of a 10-megaton nuclear bomb 

exploding every 20 minutes. In the same way, when you look at the 

movement of the Spirit on Pentecost, you see the power of Almighty God at 

work.  

➢ You see the breaking down of language and culture barriers ...  

➢ the empowering of frightened disciples ...  

➢ the courageous sharing of Jesus Christ with the world. 

Lutheran pastor Dan Mangler tells the story of a Shetland sheepdog his 

family owned, named Amber.  

Amber loved windy days, and no matter how windy it was she would stand 

on their front lawn, face the direction that the wind was coming from, put 

her nose up in the air ... and immediately enter doggy heaven.  
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This Sheltie was oblivious to anything else going on around her, and 

Mangler thinks he knows why: It was the smells that the wind brought her. 

Her movements were, for the most part, confined to the house or yard, so 

the wind was, for her, a sumptuous blessing.  

  The wind brought her experiences of a world beyond her powers to visit, 

including the smells of a dozen kinds of trees and hundreds of wildflowers, 

of squirrels and rabbits, of pigs and cows.  

  “There is in that example, I think, a picture of Pentecost,” writes Mangler. 

“Pentecost is the wind that brings us experiences of a world beyond our 

powers to visit.”  

May we, moved by the powerful, invisible Spirit of God,  

experience his wonders, 

tell of his mercy 

and show his love to the world. 


