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Galatians 3:23–24 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 

coming faith would be revealed.  

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be 

justified by faith.   

Every June, near the town of Le Mans, France, one of the most prestigious auto 

races in the world is run. Called “24 Hours of Le Mans,” it is one third of the Triple 

Crown of Motorsport, along with the Indianapolis 500 and the Monaco Grand 

Prix. 

“Messieurs, démarrez vos moteurs.” 

“Gentlemen, start your engines.” 

A French tri-color is waved to start the race, and then jets fly over, trailing blue, 

white and red smoke. Safety flags are waved during the final lap of the race, 

congratulating the drivers and other finishers. But safety itself has not always 

been a tradition — in 1955, one of the cars crashed into a crowd of spectators, 

killing more than 80 people. 

In 1949, the Ferrari company claimed its first Le Mans victory. This Italian sports 

car company was founded by Enzo Ferrari 10 years earlier out of Alfa Romeo’s 

race division. Ferraris quickly became dominant, winning twice in the 1950s and 

then every Le Mans from 1960 through 1965 — six straight victories. 

So, American car icon Henry Ford II decided to buy Ferrari. 
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Everything seemed to be going well until, at the last minute, Enzo Ferrari walked 

away from the negotiating table. 

Ford gathered his entire team of executives into an urgent meeting. Here he 

outlined the company’s most important priority with utmost urgency. He said the 

famous words “Build me a car that will crush Ferrari at Le Mans.” Mr. Ford 

wanted to beat Ferrari so badly that he acquired a small British motorsport 

company and set up shop in a town just outside of London, England. 

The demands seemed simple but were enormous tasks that required major feats 

of engineering to accomplish. Ford needed a car that achieves speeds of 200 mph 

(which had not been done before at this time) but also reliable enough to survive 

the grueling 24 hours of Le Mans. The daunting challenge of building a car that 

fast yet reliable enough to switch gears over 9,000 times and drive 3,000 miles 

flat out seemed nearly impossible, but to make matters worse, they only had 10 

months to accomplish the order. 

Ford had a lot to prove, since people have long said that the name FORD means 

“Fix Or Repair Daily.” 

“Found On Road Dead.” 

“First On Rubbish Dump.” 

Not to mention the joker who said, “Speed kills. Drive a Ford and live forever!” 

Ford v. Ferrari is a film about this scheduled for release in November. 

Matt Damon plays car designer Carroll Shelby and Christian Bale plays test driver, 

Ken Miles; the men hired by Ford to beat Ferrari. 
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The car they built? The Ford GT40. 

Ferrari has never again achieved victory at Le Mans. 

Ferrari ruled and then it didn’t. The movie is about that transition. 

When Paul wrote the letter to the Galatians, a similar transition was taking place. 

Paul says that “before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the 

law until faith would be revealed”.  

The “law was our disciplinarian,” which in the original Greek of the New 

Testament is the word παιδαγωγός.  

You hear the English word “pedagogue,” which means teacher.  

But this literally means “child-leader,” and in the first century he was a slave who 

supervised and guarded children. His responsibility, “was to walk them to and 

from school, to see that they behaved properly and stayed out of harm’s way.” 

He was not a member of the family, however, so once the children grew up, his 

services were no longer required. 

Like Ferraris at Le Mans, the days of the child-leader were numbered. This child 

leader served until his services were no longer required. 

Once Christ came, we were released from the pedagogue, the law. 

Galatians 3:25–26  

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, (παιδαγωγός) 

for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 

So, what exactly was it that replaced the law? Paul says that it was the faith.  
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Ferrari won every race until the Ford GT40 was revealed. 

The guardianship of the Law lasted until the faith would be revealed! 

Not our faith. Not human faith. But the faith of Jesus Christ. 

God’s people had been riding in a Ferrari for a long time, in a model called 

παιδαγωγός - child-leader.  

But when Christ came, they switched brands and jumped into the model called 

“the faith.” The power of this new vehicle comes from Christ, the one who loved 

us and gave himself for us. 

We show our faith by jumping into this car and riding in it. You have to believe 

that the first driver of the Ford GT40 also had a lot of faith, getting into a brand 

new model and flying around the dangerous streets of Le Mans. In the same way, 

we show our faith by trusting in the power of the faith of Jesus — faith which was 

seen so clearly when he died on the cross for each and every one of us. 

The result?  

Galatians 3:26–27  

for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

In a 1981 film, Dudley Moore play wastrel millionaire Arthur. 

His butler, played by John Gielgud, was to get him ready for an arranged 

marriage.  There is a scene in the movie that illustrates the job of a παιδαγωγός. 

Hobson (John Gielgud): Would you remove your helmet, please? 
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Arthur (Dudley Moore): Why? 

Hobson: Please. 

[Arthur hands him his helmet] 

Hobson: Thank you. Now your goggles. 

Arthur: Why? 

Hobson: Please. 

[Arthur hands him his goggles] 

Hobson: Thank you. 

[slaps him across the face repeatedly] 

Hobson: You spoiled little brat! You’re a man who has everything, haven’t you, 

but that’s not enough. You feel unloved, Arthur, welcome to the world. Everyone 

is unloved. Now stop feeling sorry for yourself. And incidentally, I love you. 

Richard Rohr writes this in, “Human development in Scripture.” 

The Torah, or the first five books, correspond to the good and necessary “first 

half of life.”  

This is the period in which the people of Israel were given their identity through 

law, tradition, structure, certitude, group ritual, clarity and chosenness.  

It’s helpful and easiest for children if they can begin in this way. Ideally, you first 

learn you are beloved by being mirrored in the loving gaze of your parents and 

those around you. You realize you are special, and life is good — and thus you feel 

“safe.” Loving people help you form a healthy ego structure and boundaries. 
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The Prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures then introduce the necessary suffering, 

“stumbling stones” and failures that initiate you into the second half of life. 

Prophetic thinking is the capacity for healthy self-criticism, the ability to recognize 

your own dark side, as the prophets did for Israel. ... 

The leaven of self-criticism, added to the certainty of your own specialness, will 

allow you to move to the third section of the Hebrew Scriptures: the Wisdom 

Literature. 

Here you discover the language of mystery and paradox. This is what the second 

half of life is supposed to feel like. You are strong enough now to hold together 

contradictions in yourself, others and the universe. ... 

I call this classic pattern of spiritual transformation “order-disorder-reorder.” Paul 

calls it “the foolishness of the cross”. 

The Law brings us to the faith, to the Christ! 

Once we are in Christ, in the faith, we are “all children of God,” members of 

God’s family. This meant a lot to the Galatians, because they knew that this term 

had once been reserved only for the Jewish people, those who had followed 

God’s law. Now it is extended to everyone who is “in Christ Jesus.” 

Baptism is a victory flag.  

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ! 

When we were baptized, we got into something new! 
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Galatians 3:28–29  

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 

female,  

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

And if you are Christ’s,  

then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 

Here’s an example of the limitations of the law, told by the late daytime television 

host Art Linkletter.  

Art: What are you learning at school that you can tell us about? 

Child: They teach you not to fight with your friends. 

Art: How do they do that? 

Child: They read from the Bible, where Jesus says, “Thou shalt not kill.” 

Art: I’m happy to hear that they’ve stopped the killing on the playgrounds this 

way. But tell me, have you been punished lately? 

Child: Yes. 

Art: What for? 

Child: Hitting a kid in the face with a cupcake. 

Art: Why did you do that? 

Child: It’s not in the Bible. 

Paul addresses this in Romans 9:1–8 
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I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness 

in the Holy Spirit—  

that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.   

For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 

my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.  

They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises.  

To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the 

Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.  

But it is not as though the word of God has failed.  

For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children 

of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring 

be named.”  

This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, 

but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 

The Law served its purpose to bring us to the faith, to bring us to Christ. 

And now in Christ, we ride that last lap with the victory flags waving. 

After winning 6 in a row at Le Mans, Ferrari was displaced by Ford, which won 4 in 

a row. Neither has won since. 

In Christ the victory is eternal! 
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The Law is still there to show us that we need a Savior, reminding us to repent 

daily. 

The Law is still there to show us the way to live as children of God through faith in 

Christ. 

But it is the faith in the Christ that has given us the victory, now and for always! 

 


