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Acts 10:44–48 

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 

word.  

And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.  

For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 

declared, 

“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the 

Holy Spirit just as we have?”  

 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  

➢ It looks like a burger.  

➢ Cooks like a burger.  

➢ Tastes like a burger.  

➢ And even “bleeds” like a burger. 

➢ But there’s no beef in it. 

Instead, the burger is made out of a plant-based beef alternative, with “bleeding” 

that comes from beet juice. Produced by a company called Beyond Meat you can 

now buy the ready-to-cook Beyond Burger at Whole Foods.  

Beyond Meat is a health-driven disruption in the food business.  

In business, more often than not, change requires disruption.  

Think about cars! 

Detroit ruled supreme back in the glory days of American muscle. 
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They were caught completely by surprise when the oil embargo caused a 

tremendous disruption in the industry. 

Smaller, more efficient and better made Japanese cars dealt the industry a 

crippling blow. 

Now, every car maker is scrambling to get in on electric and self-driving cars lest 

these disruptions leave them in the dust. 

Hydroponics — growing crops without soil — is going to disrupt agriculture. 

Hydroponics, like electric cars, has been around for a long time. But now, it’s 

becoming a commercially viable method of growing; hydroponics has the 

potential for major disruption in the agricultural community. 

Alexander von Humboldt in his book, A Short History of Nearly Everything, lists 

Five stages to innovation.  

People: 

1. Deny that the innovation is required. 

2. Deny the innovation is effective. 

3. Deny the innovation is important. 

4. Deny the innovation will justify the effort required to adopt it.  

5. Accept and adopt the innovation, enjoy its benefits, attribute it to people other 

than the innovator, and deny the existence of stages 1-4. 

There is no doubt that Jesus was a disruptor. 
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➢ He took his message and his miracles to the outcasts, not to those in 

power, not to those who considered themselves the worthy ones. 

➢ He chose uneducated men for his disciples. 

➢ He allowed women to be actively involved in the ministry of good news. 

➢ He healed on the Sabbath. 

➢ He pointed out the hypocrisy of the so called pure ones. 

➢ He drove the money changers out of the temple. 

➢ He spoke to Samaritans and even used one as an example of compassion in 

one of his parables. 

It was precisely because of his disruption that the Pharisees and Sadducees 

conspired to have Jesus put to death. 

But then he disrupted that plan by rising again from the dead! 

And when he gathered his disciples on the Mount where he would ascend to the 

Father he disrupted the plans of these same apostles. 

Lord, they said, now are you going to restore Israel? 

Lord, now are we going to be in charge! 

Lord, now do we get to rule the world? 

➢ No! Now you get to go to all the world and proclaim this good news. 

➢ Now you get to baptize in my name and teach everything I commanded 

you. 

➢ Now, you get the wonderful privilege of suffering and dying so that more 

people can be saved! 

So, what did they do? 
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The 1st thing was to obey the Lord’s command to go to Jerusalem and wait for the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 1:8  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

Then… 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth. 

So, what did they do after Pentecost? 

➢ They established a church in Jerusalem.  

➢ They dug in.  

➢ They stayed put.  

➢ They chose deacons. 

Then one of the deacons, Stephen, was stoned to death. 

Acts 8:1  

And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great 

persecution against the church in Jerusalem,  

and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 

except the apostles. 

Jesus told them to go and they stayed. 

The persecution that began with Stephen is another disruption, meant to get 

them going! 
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But the apostles, once again, stayed! 

Now we arrive at Acts 10. 

One day in Caesarea, Cornelius, a Gentile, had a vision from God in which he was 

told to send for the apostle Peter. Meanwhile, the apostle Peter had a dream in 

which foods deemed “unclean” in Judaism came floating down from heaven, and 

a voice told Peter to eat.  

But Peter, being the good Jewish lad that he was, could not eat unclean food, 

even in a dream. 

Then a voice said to him in the dream,  

“What God has made clean, you must not call unclean!”  

After arriving, Peter acknowledged that it was unlawful for Jews to visit with 

Gentiles, but then he reported that God had shown him that he “should not call 

anyone profane or unclean”   

Peter preached the good news about Jesus to Cornelius and his friends and 

relatives, and while Peter was speaking, 

 “the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word”. 

Yes, the Spirit fell on all who heard the word. Gentiles and Jews.  

It was a Spirit-driven disruption! 

The Jewish believers were  

“astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles”.  
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ἐξίστημι which means: 

1. to remove from its place, 

2. to alter, 

3. to shake.  

It’s the same root as the word ékstasis, from which we get ecstasy!  

Peter knew that he was in the middle of a spiritual disruption that would change 

everything! 

He asked his fellow believers:  

“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 

the Holy Spirit?”  

You could hear a pin drop. No one said a word, so Peter ordered Cornelius and his 

family and friends to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Normal operations 

had been disrupted, and they would never go back to the way they were before.  

By making this change, God was enabling the Gentiles to hear the gospel and be 

part of the community of faith! 

Do you understand the implications here? 

➢ The children of Israel were no longer the chosen children of God! 

➢ They had fulfilled their purpose in being a people who would bring the 

Savior into the world. 

➢ Now they were just like everyone else, or rather, everyone else was just like 

them. 

John the Baptizer warned them that this was coming. 
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Matthew 3:7–10  

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 

said to them,  

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruit in keeping with repentance.  

And do not presume to say to yourselves,  

‘We have Abraham as our father,’  

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.  

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

Paul writes: 

Romans 9:8  

This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, 

 but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 

Peter wrote: 

1 Peter 2:9–10  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light.  

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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When Peter reported this experience to the church in Jerusalem, he encountered 

resistance and criticism. But he concluded his report by asking a question that 

silenced his critics,  

Acts 11:17  

“If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

who was I that I could hinder God?”  

What a great question.  

“Who was I that I could hinder God?” 

Who are we to resist a Spirit-driven disruption? 

If God wants us to change and do a new thing, who are we to say no?  

Thank God that Luther didn’t say no when it was time to disrupt his church that 

had gone astray from the truth of the Gospel! 

Thank God that our ancestors didn’t say no when it was time to leave Europe 

because they were told they could no longer practice their faith! 

Thank God that back in the 70s the faithful of our own church didn’t say no when 

it was time to disrupt the ones who had come to power and were leading us away 

from God’s Word! 

There’s an African story about a remote village called Shango Oba, whose people 

had a fine tradition of celebration. Always, when it was time for a feast, the whole 

village would gather, sitting cross-legged on the ground. The village elders would 

then carefully apportion the food, so everyone would have enough. 
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A young man from the village, named Jacob, received a rare invitation to study at 

an American university. He was away for many years, and became steeped in 

Western culture. Eventually, he returned home to Shango Oba. To welcome him 

back, the people did what they did best: they put on a feast. 

Jacob, however, was troubled by what he saw: “My family, I mean no disrespect, 

but why are you eating your food on the ground?” 

“How would you expect us to eat: standing up or sitting in a tree?” asked one of 

the elders. 

“No. Don’t be ridiculous,” said Jacob. “Civilized people sit at a table.” 

His response gave them pause to consider. If this is what the wise people of 

America did, there must be something to it. The village elders decided to bring a 

table into the village. 

The table was just large enough to seat eight people. 

At every feast thereafter, the villagers quarreled over who those eight should be. 

➢ Some said it should be the young men, for they had carried the new table 

into the feasting grounds.  

➢ The women said it should be they who sat at the table, for they had 

prepared the food.  

➢ “Such a sense of entitlement,” thought the elders, shaking their heads. “It 

should be us,” they declared. “Age has its privileges.” 

Something had happened at Shango Oba’s feasting grounds that had never 

happened before. Peace had departed the village. 
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Finally, Jacob’s father called him aside. “Look what you have done,” he pointed 

out. “In the name of civilization, there is no purpose, no unity, no community.” 

Later that night, under the sliver of a moon, Jacob took an ax and chopped the 

table into many pieces. He picked up the pieces and laid one at the door of every 

house in the village. In the morning, he called the village elders together and 

explained what he had done. “I want to see unity and harmony return to Shango 

Oba.” 

That very day, the elders decreed it was time for another feast: to celebrate the 

end of the table. 

When Jesus died on the cross, his perfect sacrifice paid for the sins of the whole 

world! 

When the curtain of the temple was torn in two it showed that everyone now 

had access to God, through Jesus Christ! 

When Jesus told his disciples to spread this good news, it was to the entire 

world! 

When the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Gentiles, it was to prove that God 

loved everyone! 

1 Timothy 2:3–5  

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  

who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men,  

the man Christ Jesus! 
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This is the ultimate disruption! 

➢ God wants everyone to be saved! 

➢ God wants everyone to know his love! 

➢ God wants everyone to be his child and an heir of everlasting life! 

So, we must leave behind: 

➢ Our preconceived notions, 

➢ Our prejudices, 

➢ Our exclusions, 

➢ Our sense of entitlement, 

And accept that ultimate disruption, which is Jesus Christ, the Savior of the 

World! 

 


