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Today is a High Festival in the Church Year. We celebrate Pentecost.  

Pentecost means “fiftieth” and designates the Feast of Weeks celebrated at the 

end of the grain harvest seven weeks after the Passover. This feast of grateful 

recognition of the goodness of the Creator drew Jewish pilgrims from all over the 

world to Jerusalem. 

And so, 50 days after Jesus rose from the dead, when Jerusalem was filled with 

Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven, the Holy Spirit was poured 

out on his disciples.  

Pentecost is really the birthday of the Christian Church since from that day 

forward they went and proclaimed the Good News to the ends of the earth, 

empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit. 

But, if we’re honest, we’re probably more interested in what happens 5 days from 

now.  

The Memorial Day Weekend! 

Summer Vacation! 

Many people already have planned the big summer vacation. 

Gone are the days of putting the kids in the back of the station wagon and hitting 

the road.   

Are We There Yet??? 

Now, great care is taken in planning the itinerary. We want to use the limited time 

off we have efficiently. To the max! The kids can plot the progress of the trip on 
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their portable devices and know exactly how much further they must travel 

before reaching their destination. 

Many choose a vacation to relax, hit the beach, soak up the sun, decompress. 

And others, rather than looking for some down time, are looking to get out and 

experience the world. They want to get up close and personal through exciting, 

arduous and perhaps even risky adventures.  

Travel experts divide these adventures into two categories: “soft” and “hard” 

adventures.  

A “soft” adventure involves getting out there but not getting too far away from 

the evening buffet. Think of going on an African safari, for example. Out there on 

the savannah, you are not the highest life form on the food chain, but you have 

the advantage of being in a protected vehicle and get to view the danger through 

a camera lens.    

A “hard” adventure, on the other hand, would involve hiking and camping on the 

savannah with no steel bars to protect you. 

Or, snorkeling. You can get up close and personal with sea life in shallow water 

without worrying about a pulmonary embolism ruining your vacation and your 

life.   

Or you can don scuba gear and head down into the depths of the sea.  

You could drive up Pikes Peak or tackle Everest. 

Let’s take a poll. 

How many prefer and plan a relaxing vacation? 
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How many look for adventure? 

Of these, how many go for soft? 

How many go for hard? 

One thing is certain; if you’re looking for adventure, whether soft or hard, it is 

best to have a guide! 

The guide will: 

➢ direct you and keep you on track,  

➢ help you plan your trek and even make some of the arrangements for your 

lodging, meals and dealing with your baggage.  

➢ provide a good packing list, the extra equipment you might need, maps and 

directions and even monitor your progress.  

When some of our folks recently travelled to the Holy Land, they had a guide 

named Olga.  Olga is a Christian Russian who immigrated to Israel with her 

husband and child about 10 years ago.  She was able to guide the group through 

the Holy Land, pointing out interesting places and details from the perspective of 

Old and New Testament! 

Consider Jesus’ last words to his disciples before he ascended to the Father. 

Acts 1:7–8  

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 

fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, 
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and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” 

That sounds as if Jesus is preparing them for the “hard” adventure. 

➢ The apostles had followed Jesus up and down the hills of Galilee,  

➢ on the long road to Jerusalem and  

➢ through the deserts of Judea.  

➢ They had been in storms that might have drowned them,  

➢ confronted demons that terrified them and  

➢ seen miracles that blew their minds.  

They had been with Jesus every step of the way as their guide and friend, showing 

in word and deed how he was the fulfillment of all the messianic promises of the 

Old Testament, but now He would be leaving his friends behind. They would 

continue the adventure, without his physical presence.  

Both Peter and Thomas had previously requested Jesus’ itinerary.  

John 13:36–38  

Simon Peter said to him,  

“Lord, where are you going?”  

Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will 

follow afterward.” Peter said to him,  

“Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”  

Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the 

rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times. 
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John 14:5  

Thomas said to him,  

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

On the night he was betrayed, in what we now call the High Priestly Prayer, Jesus 

prepared his disciples for the time when they would continue the adventure 

without him physically leading them. He knew that they would still need a guide, 

so he told them… 

John 15:26–27 & 16:4-15  

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 

truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.  

And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the 

beginning…  

When the Spirit of truth comes,  

he will guide you into all the truth! 

Jesus promises to send them the “Advocate,” the Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of truth 

who comes from the Father”.  

The Greek word is παράκλητος — which means literally  

“the one called alongside.” 

Now, think about that. Do you remember when your teacher would say,  

“Line up single file.” Remember that? 
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I used to dread that. It meant no standing beside your friend. It meant no talking 

and walking alongside someone else.  

And we know that much of life involves single file: 

➢ We have to find our own way, 

➢ we have to figure out what comes next, 

➢ and what comes after that! 

➢ This is how life unfolds.  

So, when Jesus says, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you the παράκλητος 

— this is powerful good news: “the one called alongside.”  

This is the Holy Spirit. In a single-file world, we are given the grand gift and 

powerful promise: the very essence of God will be alongside us. 

As the disciples take the Good News to the rest of the world it will be a “hard” 

adventure because that testimony won’t be welcome in a world that is hostile to 

the truth about Jesus.  

Jesus warns, 

They will put you out of the synagogues! 

Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so 

they are offering worship to God.  

This is going to be a tough trek, but it’s a necessary one if the good news about 

Jesus is going to reach the distant cultures and remote places of the world. It’s 

going to take some willing adventurers who will travel light with gear but be 
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burdened with the need to speak the truth about what God has done in coming to 

the world in the flesh to bring light to the darkness and life in the midst of death.  

The Holy Spirit is our adventure guide! 

Jesus tells the disciples that their Guide will point out four wrong paths that the 

world has taken, concerning: 

➢ sin  

➢ righteousness 

➢ judgment and  

➢ truth. 

The world’s idea is that sin is something that a person does. On one level this is 

true. But the Holy Spirit helps us understand the cause of sin. Too many people 

think that all we need to do is work harder and do more good things than bad 

things and that someday, God will decide that we qualify for heaven. 

The world has it wrong. The problem of sin is not what we do, but who we are in 

our hearts.  

Not what we do, but who we are. 

The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sinfulness so that we can know and have the 

righteousness of God 

Righteousness doesn’t come from what we do or don’t do, but from faith in the 

One who died and rose again for us. 

The Spirit brings us to faith in Jesus Christ, who is our Savior, who makes us 

children of God. 
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So, we don’t need to waste our lives trying to avoid judgment, trying to be good! 

God makes us good in Christ and we then just can be who God made us, children 

of light! 

Finally, the Holy Spirit Guide will help us with the Truth.  

Pontius Pilate, representing the world asks, “What is truth?” 

Well, Jesus himself is Jesus himself is the truth, the way, and the life.  

As we trust in Jesus and follow him, with the Holy Spirit as our adventure guide, 

our lives will not be a lie.  

The wizard of Oz says look inside yourself and find self.  

God says look inside yourself and find the Holy Spirit.  

The first will get you to Kansas. 

The latter will get you to heaven. 

Take your pick. 

On this Pentecost Sunday, we remember that when the Guide arrived, he 

launched the disciples on a new adventure. Following Jesus has never been about 

retreating from the world to a beach somewhere and “getting away from it all.” 

It’s always been about following the way, the truth and the life of Jesus for the 

purpose of changing the world for God’s glory. It’s a tough adventure, but it’s the 

only destination that ultimately matters.  

   

   


