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Let's try a little experiment.  

Close your eyes and empty your mind of every other thought.  

Okay, now, picture God. 

You can open your eyes now.  

What was the first image that came to mind? 

I'll bet, for many of us, it was an old man with a white beard. 

Now let me ask you this. In your mental image, was God smiling? 

It’s likely that you pictured God without a smile. "Stern" might be a good word to 

describe the visage of the Almighty. 

Now, one further question: in your mind's eye, was God holding anything?  

If you answered, "a thunderbolt," congratulations -- you've just selected most 

people's all-time favorite accessory to the divine wardrobe. You’ve pictured Zeus! 

Why is it so many of us picture the Lord of heaven and earth as a grumpy old man 

packing a loaded thunderbolt?  

We imagine God that way, even though we know better.  

Sure, God can get angry. There's ample evidence of that in the Bible.  

Yet the Bible also teaches that "God is love" -- and that God "so loved the world" 

that we have received as a gift "God's only son," that we might "not perish, but 

have everlasting life." 

Remember, after hearing of God's miraculous plans, Sarah laughed. 
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Now I want you to close your eyes and empty your mind of every other thought.  

Okay, now, picture Heaven. 

Did you picture clouds? Perhaps with fat baby angels playing harps? 

Did you picture the Celestial city from Pilgrim’s Progress? 

➢ Streets of gold. 

➢ Golden buildings clear as glass. 

➢ Twelve pearly gates? 

Or was Heaven for you something personal like: 

➢ A perfect garden, 

➢ A primal forest, 

➢ Majestic mountains. 

➢ Your family all together and happy? 

Or, as Gary Player suggested, Augusta National Golf Course; and you’re actually 

allowed to play it! 

Today during Bible Class we’re going to look at the various Bible passages that tell 

us what Heaven is and what is isn’t.  For now, we’re going to look at the subject 

from the standpoint of what it means to be a child of God through faith in Christ, 

an heir of everlasting life in God’s Heavenly Kingdom. 

Jesus said in John 4:24  

God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. 

We have difficulty picturing God because He doesn’t want us to. What He wants is 

for us to know him and be known by him. 
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He wants us to trust that he created us and wants us to be his dear children 

forever. 

Jesus told us about heaven by simply saying; 

John 14:2–3  

In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

To be with God is the essence of Heaven.   

A place prepared for you! 

At the end of C.S. Lewis’ Narnia series his characters get a glimpse of heaven. 

They notice something wondrously strange about the place. It resembles the 

familiar landscape of Narnia, and yet it’s not Narnia. 

Instead it’s “More like the real thing!” 

Which may mean different things to different people. 

Consider “The Hobo’s Last Lament” a poem of the last words of one of those 

princes of the open road who was dying as he lay stretched out inside an empty 

boxcar. 

I’m going to a better land, 

Where everything is bright, 
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Where beef-stews grow on bushes 

And you sleep out every night; 

And you do not have to work at all, 

And never change your socks, 

And streams of goodly whisky 

Come trickling down the rocks. 

The dying man has a message for his fellow wanderers. Don’t weep for him, he 

says. A train is coming: “A fast freight.” He intends to ride it to “a better land, 

where they hate the word called work”: 

Hark, I hear her whistling, 

I must catch her on the fly; 

I would like one scoop of beer 

Once more before I die. 

The hobo stopped, his head fell back, 

He’d sung his last refrain; 

His old pal stole his coat and hat 

And caught an East-bound train. 

 

 



Heaven on Earth Revelation 21:1-6a   5/19/2019 

 

5 
 

An old man is lying on his deathbed with his children, grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren all around, teary-eyed at the approaching finale of a very long and 

productive life. The old man is in a terminal coma, and the doctors have 

confirmed that the waiting will be over within the next 24 hours.  

But, suddenly, the old man opens his eyes and croaks: "I must be dreaming of 

heaven! I smell your grandmother's strudel!" 

"No, grosspapa, you're not dreaming. Grossmama is baking strudel right now." 

"Ach du lieber Himmel!" the old man exclaims. "I know I'll never have another 

taste of her delicious strudel after this one. Could you please go down and get 

me a piece?" The man is begging with what appears to be his final breath. So a 

couple of the grandchildren toddle downstairs.  

After a while, they return empty-handed. 

"Liebschen, did you bring me one last piece of your grandmother's delicious 

strudel?" the old man plaintively asks. 

"I'm very sorry, grosspapa, but she says it's for the funeral." 

Since it is so difficult to imagine just what Heaven is, does that mean it shouldn’t 

be our goal? Should we rather seek to make the very best we can of this life? 

Should we strive to make “Heaven on earth”? 

There’s a trend among some younger folks to seek a sort of heaven on earth in 

the countryside. One such person is Amy Liptrot, who left the frantic pace of 

London — and a battle with alcoholism — to move to the remote Orkney Islands. 
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She stayed three years, discovering both herself and a new vocation as a writer. 

As she describes it: 

“Kids stream out of universities and unfashionable counties to cities, in search of 

experience and stimulation. But it’s possible to only mix with people more and 

more like yourself in the city and remain unchallenged. It’s often the small towns 

and rural areas, the families and friends you thought you left behind, where the 

fertile weirdness lies. Some people who spend most of their work and leisure 

time alone with a computer are realizing they might as well do this in the 

countryside — where the rent is cheaper and the air cleaner.” 

Heaven on earth, for Amy and her kindred spirits, is that place of “fertile 

weirdness” that can be found by living close to nature. 

The problem is that, no matter how great it might seem, this world is always going 

to fall short of perfection. 

Love the majestic mountains?  Well, it wouldn’t be difficult to freeze to death. 

Love the primal rainforest? Just imagine all the creatures and insects that could 

make your life there miserable or end it suddenly. 

Love the ocean in all it’s chaotic splendor?  Hurricanes, typhoons, tsunamis, 

sharks! 

Do you remember the old Twilight Zone episode about the man who loved to 

read? 

Heaven on earth for him was reading all day with nothing else or no one else to 

bother him. 
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Well, he wakes up the only man on earth with the New York Public Library at his 

disposal, only to break his glasses so that he can’t see a thing. 

Creation groans in travail! Creation is spoiled by sin and will always fall short until 

the new heavens and the new earth are revealed at the second coming of Christ. 

The wizard of Oz says look inside yourself and find self. God says look inside 

yourself and find the Holy Spirit.  

The first will get you to Kansas. The latter will get you to heaven. Take your pick.  

C.S. Lewis said, "Aim at Heaven and you will get Earth 'thrown in': aim at Earth 

and you will get neither." 

Jesus said, Luke 9:24–25  

For whoever would save his life will lose it,  

but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.  

For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world  

and loses or forfeits himself? 

Paul writes, 1 Corinthians 15:19  

If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

➢ So, do we just suffer here and dream of the great old by and by? 

➢ Do we settle for miserable lives here so that we can have the greater 

reward in Heaven? 

➢ Is the whole idea of Heaven on Earth a dangerous one that keeps us away 

from obtaining the real thing? 
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Consider these Scriptures: 

John 10:10 

I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

Luke 1:79  

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 

our feet into the way of peace.” 

Philippians 4:7  

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Isaiah 26:3 You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because 

he trusts in you. 

Matthew 6:33  

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be added to you. 

Philippians 4:11  

Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation 

I am to be content. 

1 Timothy 6:6  

But godliness with contentment is great gain, 

Knowing Jesus as Savior and Lord brings great blessings to us in this life and in the 

life to come. 
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Yes, we try to make Heaven on earth by: 

➢ following Christ,  

➢ living in His light, 

➢ sharing his love and mercy, 

➢ reaching out to those in need, 

➢ loving God and each other. 

In doing this we get a glimpse of heaven.  When we live this way, by faith, we can 

partially restore the paradise that was lost. 

Do what you can to make your life and the life of those around you better but 

never lose sight of the reality of Heaven that waits for you. 

Hebrews 11:16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for 

them a city. 

No matter how you picture it, the glory and perfection of Heaven awaits all who 

trust in Christ! 

 

 


