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Genesis 1:26–27  

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth.”  

So, God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God, he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

There is no doubt that the God of creation ים ִ֤  ֱאֹלה 

Has revealed himself to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

There is also no doubt that we were created in his image, male and female, and 

so there must be a female component to the Godhead. 

And the Scriptures spell out for us just what that is. Our text for today is from  

Isaiah 66 

For thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 

glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse, you shall be 

carried upon her hip, and bounced upon her knees.  

As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be 

comforted in Jerusalem. 

There is also Deuteronomy 32:18, where Moses chides the disobedient Israelites, 

saying,  
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“You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you;  

you forgot the God who gave you birth.”  

Isaiah 49:14-16. 

 But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me.’ Can a 

woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of her 

womb?  

Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. See, I have inscribed you on the 

palms of my hands. 

Deuteronomy 32:11-12 

As an eagle stirs up its nest, and hovers over its young;  

as it spreads its wings, takes them up and bears them aloft on its pinions, the 

Lord alone guided him. 

Matthew 23:37 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 

sent to it!  

How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 

brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 

Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 2:6-7  

We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. As apostles 

of Christ we could have been a burden to you,  

 but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children.  
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And the Gospel for today from Luke 15, speaks of a woman’s relentless love! 

God’s comfort is a strong theme in the Bible. Portions of two prophetic books — 

Isaiah 40-55 and Jeremiah 30-31 — are often described as “books of comfort,” 

but the theme of God as comforter isn’t limited to those texts. We hear it in many 

of the psalms, including  

Psalm 23  

Your rod and your staff — they comfort me.  

Paul speaks of God as  

2 Corinthians 1:3-4  

…the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our 

affliction! 

And Revelation speaks of a final consolation for the people of God:  

Revelation 21:4 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away! 

But the imagery here in Isaiah 66 communicates especially well:  

God comforts like a good mother comforts her child. 
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Now, we know that fathers can also provide comfort — and children need the 

tender love of a father every bit as much as a mother’s. But we also know that 

when push comes to shove, when a knee is scraped or a hope dashed, children 

often will run first to their mother, sometimes holding back tears until they are in 

those arms. 

The Calvin & Hobbes cartoons often gave great insight into the relationship of a 

mother and child. Let’s look at a few. 

 

We should note that in Isaiah 66, God was promising comfort to grown-ups. The 

hurts of childhood are fleeting, and often a hug and a few tender words are 

sufficient to supply the comfort needed. But the hurts of adulthood — the pain 

of: 

➢ loss,  

➢ worry,  

➢ illness,  

➢ the realities of the human condition,  

are another matter. And for those, we might long for comfort and help as 

effective as that which we found from our mothers in our early years.  

This is why all mothers know that comforting a child doesn’t end when they go off 

to high school or college or even when they marry and have children of their own. 

But how exactly does God comfort us? 

For one, God comforts us through the presence, care and verbal encouragement 

of other Christians.  
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While there are some Christians who are especially good at that — who have 

good listening skills and sensitivity —  encouragement is something all of us can 

do. One definition of comfort is- 

“to stand alongside to lend support and encouragement when the situation 

cannot be changed.”  

This is something most of us can do for others. And such “standing alongside” 

often helps those dealing with that which cannot be changed to cope with the 

situation as it is. 

For two, God sometimes comforts us more directly.  

Psalm 94:16-19 

Who rises up for me against the wicked? Who stands up for me against evildoers?  

If the Lord had not been my help, my soul would soon have lived in the land of 

silence. 

When I thought, “My foot is slipping,” your steadfast love, O Lord, held me up.  

When my anxieties multiply, your comforting calms me down! 

1. God delivers comfort to us through the consolation and power of his word. 

2. God calms us when we are in prayer. 

3. God provides inner assurance in the midst of grief or trouble.  

Many can remember our mother’s comfort. On this day, some of us still have 

mothers we can call or mothers to whom we can send a card or bouquet of 

flowers.  

➢ We are grateful for our mothers.  
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➢ We are thankful for their enduring and relentless love.  

➢ We are glad that when we were children we had mothers to whom we 

could run for comfort. 

But there are some who did not have such a mother, who lost a mother while 

young in life or whose experience does not align with God’s description of a 

mother who comforts a child. Even in this absence we intuitively understand the 

concept of a mother’s comfort. 

Christian writer Amy Young wrote, “An open letter to pastors (A non-mom speaks 

about Mother’s Day),”    

1. To those who gave birth this year to their first child — we celebrate with 

you. 

2. To those who lost a child this year — we mourn with you. 

3. To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the 

badge of food stains — we appreciate you. 

4. To those who experienced loss through miscarriage, failed adoptions or 

running away — we mourn with you. 

5. To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, 

tears and disappointment — we walk with you. Forgive us when we say 

foolish things. We don’t mean to make this harder than it is. 

6. To those who are foster moms, mentor moms and spiritual moms — we 

need you. 

7. To those who have warm and close relationships with your children — we 

celebrate with you. 



A Mother’s Comfort May 13, 2018  Isaiah 66:13.  

 

7 
 

8. To those who have disappointment, heartache and distance with your 

children — we sit with you. 

9. To those who lost their mothers this year — we grieve with you. 

10. To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother — we 

acknowledge your experience. 

11. To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests and the overall 

testing of motherhood — we are better for having you in our midst. 

12. To those who are single and long to be married and mothering your own 

children — we mourn that life has not turned out the way you longed for it 

to be. 

13. To those who step-parent — we walk with you on these complex paths. 

14. To those who envisioned lavishing love on grandchildren, yet that dream is 

not to be — we grieve with you. 

15. To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year — we grieve 

and rejoice with you. 

16. To those who placed children up for adoption — we commend you for your 

selflessness and remember how you hold that child in your heart. 

17. And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising 

— we anticipate with you. 

This Mother’s Day, we walk with you. Mothering is not for the faint of heart and 

we have real warriors in our midst. We remember you. 

Our English word comfort comes from the Latin confortare, which means “to 

strengthen.” The “fort” hidden within it is also found within our words 

“fortitude” and “fortify.” 
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Often, we imagine the act of comforting to be little more than soothing hurt 

feelings, stroking another’s head and saying, “There, there.” 

A mother comforting a child may do exactly that, but that’s not all she’s doing. 

Comfort done well is more than just administering a dose of emotional 

anesthetic. Comfort strengthens its recipients so they may face the same — and 

worse — challenges next time. 

And so, on Mother’s Day, we can be thankful for our earthly mothers, and we are 

grateful to God for the comfort offered us if today we feel a sense of loss, or if our 

hearts are swelling with love. 

God’s word to us doesn’t leave too much room for misunderstanding. God says,  

“I will comfort you.” 

Period. 

Our response? 

➢ Let’s allow God to encircle us with the arms of love and mercy.  

➢ Let’s feel the comforting presence of the Almighty. 

➢ Let’s submit to the gentle touch and embrace of God as we are led through 

the rough patches of life. 

➢ Let’s relax and stop resisting God’s firm and persistent efforts to draw us 

into the comfort of his presence.   Amen. 


