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Mark 8:31  

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes  

and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

Death - θάνατος 

Along with taxes, one of the two sure things! 

Modern and postmodern thought direct us to the Circle of Life when the subject 

is brought up. 

Modern and postmodern practice in the West is to delay, deny, fear and hide 

from death. 

A medieval astrologer prophesied to a king that his queen was fated to die -- 

soon.  

And she did shortly thereafter. 

The king was outraged with the astrologer -- a "shoot the messenger" sort of 

thing. The king was convinced that the astrologer's prophecy had led to the death 

of the queen. He summoned the astrologer and gave him this command: 

"Prophet, tell me when you will die!" 

The astrologer realized that the king was planning to kill him, immediately, no 

matter what answer he gave. So he said, finally, "I do not know when I will die. I 

only know that whenever I die, you will die three days later." 

Modern funeral practice is to make the dearly departed look as natural as 

possible. 

The problem is that death is not natural! 
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We were not created by God to die. 

I am the God of Abraham… 

God is not the God of the dead but of the living! 

1 Corinthians 15:26  

The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  

➢ God created us perfect and good. God created us to live! 

➢ Death is the result of our rebellion against our creator. 

➢ We grasped for equality with God and instead destroyed his perfect 

creation and brought death and decay into the world. 

Even though death is: 

➢ Unnatural, 

➢ The result of sin and  

➢ Our last enemy, 

It is still a mercy from God! 

Imagine if we lived forever in the perpetual decline inherent in a fallen world. 

I don’t know about you, but physically I’m been going downhill since I was 35! 

To say I ain’t what I used to be would be an understatement! 

As we age, that process intensifies; not just physically but we also decline 

mentally. 

It is the buildup of mutations within our bodies that causes aging and leads to 

death.  
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It is God’s mercy that allows us to leave behind this vale of tears and to go ahead 

to the place he has prepared for us. 

To depart and be with Christ is far better. 

The next question we need to ask is  

“Why did Jesus have to die?” 

If death is the result of sin, and he was sinless, he was the only person who did 

not need to die. 

The answer is that he didn’t need to die but chose to die. 

Romans 5:6–8 

For while we were still weak, at the right time  

Christ died for the ungodly.  

For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die—  

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

The death of Christ was a choice he made in order to earn forgiveness and eternal 

life for all of us! Although the death of Christ is foundational it is not the 

foundation of our faith. 

1 Corinthians 15:14–22  

And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in 

vain… 
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If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.  

But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. For as by a man came death,  

by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  

For as in Adam all die,  

so also in Christ shall all be made alive! 

So, we always proclaim the death AND RESURRECTION of Jesus. 

This is the Gospel. 

Reality for God’s people in Christ is hope, not optimism.  

For the last two or three centuries the Western world has been nurtured on a 

belief in Progress.  

Despite all the evidence to the contrary, we have been taught to believe that the 

world is getting better and better.  

Industrial progress, technological innovation and the advances of science have 

produced and will produce a world in which old evils will be left behind! 

There is always talk of ending disease and even conquering death! 

This optimism is not shared by all as apocalyptic scenarios have become a large 

part of our culture. 

Perhaps as many believe that our advances will lead to our destruction rather 

than to our salvation! 

Death continues to reign! 



3-18-18 Why Death? 
 

5 
 

Hope has to do, not with progress, but with a belief that the world is God's world 

and that God has continuing plans for it.  

The signs of this hope within the world are not the evidences of an evolution from 

lower to higher forms of life, or from one ethical or political system to another, 

but the signs built in to the created order itself:  

➢ music,  

➢ the birth of a baby,  

➢ the appearance of spring flowers,  

➢ grass growing through concrete,  

➢ the irrepressibility of human love.  

Some parts of our world simply point beyond themselves, and say  

"Look! Despite all, there is hope." 

The hope is that God will eventually restore the whole creation; just as Jesus was 

raised form the dead. 

Paul tells us that the whole creation will be liberated from its present 

enslavement to decay and death.  

You don't liberate something by destroying it.  

All the beauty, all the goodness, all the pulsating life of the present creation, is to 

be enhanced, lifted to a new level, in the world that is to be.  

Some among us arrive at the point in our lives that we long for death. Not as the 

end, but as the gateway to a new, better, eternal existence with our God in the 

place he has prepared for us. 
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When we understand the realities of death and salvation and eternal life with 

God, then we can live as people of hope. 

We don’t need to delay, deny, fear or hide from death.  

Rather we are free to live the life that God wants us to live. 

Abundant life. 

Life to the full! 

Not afraid but hopeful! 

Death is swallowed up in victory. 

O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?  

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord,  

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  

 

 

 

 


