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Put yourself in Jesus’ sandals. 

Imagine waiting 30 years to begin the mission for which you came into the world. 

Imagine knowing for 30 years that you were sent to offer yourself as a sacrifice for 

the sins of the world so that all who would believe in you would receive God’s 

mercy and eternal life. 

And now the time has come! 

➢ You go into the wilderness to be baptized by cousin John.  

➢ God the Father speaks his word of approval over you as the Spirit of God 

descends on you like a dove. 

➢ The Spirit leads you into the wilderness where you are tempted by Satan 

for 40 days while you fast. 

➢ You pass the test and come back to civilization ready to save the world! 

How do you start? 

He went to church and he taught! 

Last week we focused on the whys of temptation. 

The main why is that since we are made in God’s image we have a choice to 

worship the Lord or ourself. 

The secondary why of temptation is that it is required for us to grow to be the 

kind of people God wants us to be. 

Today we focus on the why of teaching. 

Going to church and teaching? 
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Was that the way to save the world? 

Okay- raise your hand if you have ever been taught something. 

Now raise your hand if you have ever taught someone. 

Truthfully, everything we know today has been taught to us, has it not? 

We start out as helpless infants. We need to be taught, everything! 

When we consider it that way, how else would Jesus begin his ministry to save the 

world?  The people needed to know who he was and what he had come to do. 

John 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

But the people that Jesus went to teach had been going to the synagogue their 

entire lives. Didn’t they already know the word of God? Why did Jesus have to 

teach them? 

1st -  because they had not been taught the truth. 

They had been taught that they, and they only, were the people of God by virtue 

of their birth.  They were sons and daughters of Abraham! 

John had told the people,  

Luke 3:8  

Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,  

‘We have Abraham as our father.’  

For I tell you,  

God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
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Jesus said, John 10:14–16  

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they 

will listen to my voice. So, there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

John 8:31–32  

If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free. 

It wasn’t DNA that made people children of God but faith in the God who came to 

save them. And God came to save the whole world! 

John 3:16 

Jesus taught because the people needed to know him and trust in him in order to 

receive the forgiveness he came to earn for us. 

2nd – he taught because they had been taught the wrong way! 

Matthew 23:1–4  

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees 

sit on Moses’ seat, so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works 

they do.  

For they preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, 

and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to 

move them with their finger. 
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They sat in the places of honor and told people what to do, while they considered 

themselves above it all! 

Do what I say, not what I do! 

Mark 10:42–45  

And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are 

considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 

authority over them. But it shall not be so among you.  

But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,  

and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.  

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.” 

The people needed to be taught that they would be servants in God’s Kingdom, 

not lords! And Jesus set that example by his own life and death. 

3rd – Jesus taught because the people needed to know the spirit of God’s word. 

The Pharisees taught 613 commandments. 

The people of God were literally squeezed in every aspect of their life by the so-

called commandments of God. 

Seth told of their recent trip to Jerusalem. On the Sabbath, the elevators stop at 

every floor, because it is considered work to press a button! 

That is the way to get right with God? 

To follow a list of rules and regulations regarding what you do? 
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These 613 commandments were to be kept literally with the following results: 

➢ You couldn’t pick grain if you were hungry. 

➢ You couldn’t save one of your animals if they were in danger. 

➢ You couldn’t restore the health of someone who was suffering. 

➢ When Jesus healed people on the Sabbath, he was accused of having a 

demon! 

Jesus taught the people the difference between God’s commandments and the 

traditions of men! 

Mark 7:6–7  

Jesus said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written,                   

“ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me;  

in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’  

Mark 2:27  

Jesus said to them,  

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 

God’s laws were given to people to improve their lives not make them 

unbearable! 

Jesus taught the people that when they: 

1. Put God first. 

2. Respected God’s Name. 

3. Worshipped God. 
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4. Respected authority. 

5. Respected Life. 

6. Were Faithful. 

7. Respected Property. 

8. Were Honest and  

9 & 10 Were Content. 

They would be living according to God’s plan for them and would find joy and 

peace in their lives. 

Not the letter of the law but the spirit of the law! 

Romans 13:8–10  

Owe no one anything, except to love each other,  

for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, 

You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word:  

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Love does no wrong to a neighbor;  

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

1 John 4:7–11  
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 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 

been born of God and knows God.  

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.  

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 

into the world, so that we might live through him.  

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 

to be the propitiation for our sins.  

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

➢ Jesus taught because he wanted us to know him, the way, the truth and the 

life. 

➢ He taught because he wanted us to be children of God by grace through 

faith. 

➢ He taught because he wanted us to have lives that were filled with his love, 

joy and peace as we lived according to God’s perfect plan for us. 

➢ He taught because he wanted us to know that there was forgiveness and 

freedom in knowing him. 


