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Genesis 45:3–5 

 And Joseph said to his brothers,  

“I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?”  

But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. So 

Joseph said to his brothers,  

“Come near to me, please.”  

And they came near. And he said, 

 “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.  

And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me 

here,  

for God sent me before you to preserve life.” 

The sons of Jacob came to Egypt looking for food and they found their brother 

Joseph! 

This is known as an incidental discovery and is the theme for today’s sermon. 

This can also be called an accidental discovery of which there are many great 

examples. 

The microwave 

In 1946 engineer Percy Spencer was working on a radar-related project. While 

testing a new vacuum tube, he discovered that a chocolate bar he had in his 

pocket melted more quickly than he would have expected. 
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He started experimenting by aiming the tube at other items, such as eggs and 

popcorn kernels. October 8, 1945, his company filed a patent for the first 

microwave. 

Quinine 

A feverish Andean man was lost in the jungle and suffering from malaria. He 

drank from a pool of water at the base of a quina-quina tree. The water's bitter 

taste made him fear that he'd drank something that would make him sicker, but 

the opposite happened. His fever abated, and he was able to find his way home 

and share the story of the curative tree. 

X-rays 

In 1895, a German physicist named Wilhelm Roentgen was working with a 

cathode ray tube covered in thick cardboard when he saw that a nearby 

fluorescent screen would glow when the tube was on and the room was dark.  

When he placed his hand in front of the tube, he noticed he could see his bones in 

the image that was projected on the screen. 

Velcro 

In 1941, Swiss engineer George de Mestral went for a hike in the Alps with his 

dog. Upon returning home, he took a look at the small burrs that stuck to his 

clothes, and noticed that the little seeds were covered in small hooks, which is 

how they became attached to fabric and fur. He decided to create the material 

that we now know by the brand name Velcro. 

Penicillin 
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 In 1928 Alexander Fleming, a professor of bacteriology, noticed mold had started 

to grow on his petri dishes of Staphylococcus bacteria colonies. 

While looking for the colonies he could salvage from those infected with the 

mold, he noticed something intriguing. Bacteria wasn't growing around the mold. 

The mold actually turned out to be a rare strain of Penicillin notatum that 

secreted a substance that inhibited bacterial growth. 

Penicillin was introduced in the 1940's, opening the era of antibiotics. 

Insulin 

In 1889, two doctors at the University of Strasbourg, Oscar Minkowski and Josef 

von Mering, were trying to understand how the pancreas affected digestion, so 

they removed the organ from a healthy dog. 

A few days later, they noticed that flies were swarming around the dog's urine - 

something abnormal, and unexpected. 

They tested the urine and found sugar in it. They realized that by removing the 

pancreas, they had given the dog diabetes. 

During a series of experiments that occurred between 1920 and 1922, researchers 

at the University of Toronto were able to isolate a pancreatic secretion that they 

called insulin. 

Their team was awarded the Nobel prize, and within a year, Eli Lilly was making 

and selling insulin. 

Safety glass 
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In 1903 Edouard Benedictus, a French scientist, dropped a glass flask that had 

been filled with a solution of cellulose nitrate. It broke, and the liquid evaporated. 

But it didn't shatter. 

The pieces of glass were broken, but they stayed in place and maintained the 

shape of the container. Upon investigation Benedictus realized that somehow, the 

plastic coating had helped the glass stay together. 

•  

What’s interesting about all of these discoveries is that  

someone was looking for something and found something else that was better! 

The sons of Jacob were looking for food so that their family could survive.  

They found their brother Joseph so that the family would thrive and grow to 

become a nation! 

Now consider 2 discoveries in Matthew 13. Jesus said,  

Matthew 13:44  

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up.  

Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

Matthew 13:45-46  

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 

who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 

bought it. 
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The 1st is a completely accidental discovery. He’s looking to buy a field and finds a 

great treasure instead. 

In the 2nd, the man is looking for valuable pearls but incidentally discovers one of 

unimaginable value. 

When I became a Christian in college, I was not seeking God. I denied the 

existence of God while I was preparing myself to be a scientist! 

It was a total surprise to find God while studying the history of science! 

I was looking for something and found something entirely different! A treasure 

hidden in the field. Within a couple of years, I had sold everything I had to buy 

that field, meaning I completely changed the course of my life! 

With God there are no accidents! 

We should therefore expect the unexpected on our way to doing what is 

expected, and be reassured that God, will be jumping all around us shouting,  

“I’m here, I’m here!” 

Stories of sudden conversions are usually the end of a long series of events that 

lead to that final discovery. 

Consider the saga of Joseph. 

➢ Favorite of his father but hated by his brothers. 

➢ Sold into slavery where he rises to be favored by his master  

➢ but then betrayed by Potiphar’s wife. 

➢ Rises again to second in command of all Egypt to keep a whole nation alive 

throughout years of famine. 
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All of that history led to this incidental discovery by Joseph’s brothers! 

Saul was struck down by a vision of Jesus when he was heading to Damascus to 

imprison and kill Christians. 

Think that was a sudden conversion? 

Paul had been prepared by God his entire life to become the missionary to the 

Gentiles. 

John 15:16  

Jesus said, 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 

and bear fruit… 

God desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 1 

Timothy 2:4 

 

That means He is looking for us! 

That means He is putting things in our life to draw us to himself. 

That means he places sign posts along our way, that we might be found! 

C.S. Lewis gives an account of his conversion from atheism to Christianity, in his 

autobiographical book, Surprised by Joy.  

Joy is the term he used to describe an intense but fleeting sensation he 

experienced sometime in his youth, and which he spent a lot of time and energy 
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seeking again in his young adult years. But along the way in his search, he 

incidentally found something else: a relationship with Christ. 

Here’s what he wrote at the end of the book:  

“But what ... of Joy? for that, after all, is what the [account in the book] has 

mainly been about. To tell the truth, the subject has lost nearly all interest for me 

since I became a Christian. ... now I know that the experience [of Joy] ... never had 

the kind of importance I once gave it. It was valuable only as pointer to something 

other and outer. While that other was in doubt, the pointer naturally loomed 

large in my thoughts. When we are lost in the woods that sight of a signpost is a 

great matter. ... But when we have found the road and are passing signposts 

every few miles, we shall not stop and stare.” 

The other type of incidental discovery is like the pearl of great price. 

Jeremiah 29:11–14 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not 

for evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.  

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.  

I will be found by you, declares the LORD! 

➢ If we’re seeking something of great value for our lives;  

➢ if we’re looking for the truth we need to fill the emptiness within; 

➢ if we’re searching for meaning and purpose in our lives; 
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God will direct our search to the one thing needful, the pearl of great price, faith 

in the Savior of the world who loves us with an everlasting love and wants us to 

be bearers of his light to the world. 

What does our great God want for us? 

➢ A future and a hope. 

➢ Peace that passes understanding. 

➢ Fullness of joy. 

➢ Life eternal and abundant. 

➢ Comfort in tribulation. 

➢ Consolation in grief. 

And all of these things come to us freely, as a gift of God’s grace which we get by 

faith.  

This is the treasure hidden in a field that we stumble across. 

This is the pearl of unimaginable value we find when we’re looking for significance 

in our life.  

It’s all summed up by those wonderful words of Jesus that we all know and love: 

Seek first my kingdom and my righteousness and all of these things will be given 

to you as well. 

 

 

 

 


