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Jeremiah 17:5-10 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.  

He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and 

does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious 

in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”  

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand 

it?  

“I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to 

his ways… 

He was only 29 when he died of heart failure brought on by alcohol and drug 

abuse.  

In his short life and career as a musician, he managed to score 11 No. 1 hits and 

another 24 that made the top 10.  

He managed this remarkable feat without ever learning how to read music.  

When Nashville’s Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum was established in 

1961, he was one of the first three inductees. 

Despite his success, he was in many ways a broken man. But America’s country 

music fans didn’t much care. There was earthy truth in the simple, gritty songs of 

Hank Williams Sr. Even I remember, I’m so lonesome I could cry. 

Among Williams’ best-known hits is this country music anthem: 

Your cheatin’ heart Will make you weep. 
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You’ll cry and cry And try to sleep. 

But sleep won’t come The whole night through. 

Your cheatin’ heart Will tell on you.   

 

The cheatin’ heart in question, of course, belongs to a woman who has done her 

fella wrong. But that’s not the only sort of cheatin’ heart there is. 

Just ask the prophet Jeremiah. He thinks everyone has a cheatin’ heart.  

“The heart is devious above all else, it is perverse — who can understand it?”  

Devious above all else? Perverse? Let’s just say you’ll never see such sentiments 

printed in the middle of a lacy heart on Valentine’s Day. 

We don’t like to think about the human heart in such terms. Calling the human 

heart devious and perverse runs counter to the spirit of our age. 

A 21st century article of faith is more like …deep down, people are basically good. 

So, what do we make of Jeremiah’s lament about the cheatin’ heart?  

Is he just a hater?  Or, is he onto something? 

Jeremiah is a prophet of hard times.  

After a brief and encouraging reform by the good king, Josiah, the people of Judah 

are backsliding under their present king, Jehoiakim.  

➢ They’re worshiping foreign gods and  

➢ falling into all manner of immorality.  



Your Cheatin' Heart. Jeremiah 17:5-10    2/17/2019 
 

3 
 

➢ A Babylonian invasion is looming on the horizon — surely a sign of the 

Lord’s imminent judgment —  

➢ while Judah’s corrupt monarch does nothing but enjoy the hedonistic 

pleasures of his palace. 

By contrast, a few remain faithful, this faithful remnant is “like a tree planted by 

water, sending out its roots by the stream” . 

Jeremiah draws a sharp distinction between those who trust in “mere mortals”  

and those who trust in the Lord .  

The first group is like a transient desert plant that wilts and dies under the blazing 

sun.  

The second has its spiritual roots sunk deep in well-watered soil, and it flourishes. 

 

What we need to understand is that in Hebrew thought, the human heart is the 

seat of reason, not emotion.  

Emotion is thought to reside in the abdomen: the source of what we in our 

culture call “gut feelings.”  

The cheating or deceitful heart of verse 9, therefore, is actually a corrupted mind. 

Jeremiah displays here a deep psychological understanding, an awareness of the 

endless capacity of the human mind to deceive itself. 

In verse 10, the prophet warns that the Lord will search the heart and test the 

mind!  ִכְלָיה  (kilyâ) kidneys 
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Both reason (heart) and emotion (guts) will endure the spotlight of divine 

scrutiny. 

It may seem, at first, that Jeremiah’s prophecy has little to say to people today. 

Our optimistic, can-do, achievement-oriented culture is less inclined than 

generations past to regard sin as an unavoidable condition.  

We have little trouble believing in individual sins; bad behavior is out there for all 

to see! 

Many people cry out for harsh judgments against the perpetrators of such bad 

behavior, depending on how that is defined. 

Most are inclined to think others commit more sins than they do. 

Our culture’s pervasive individualism inclines us to claim all credit for our 

individual achievements, even as we blame forces beyond our control for our 

failures.  

The highest goal of many parents is to instill in their children the right mix of 

ability and ambition so they may go out and “make something of themselves.”  

Jeremiah says the exact opposite! 

What happens to those whose minds are deceived into thinking they can make it 

out there on their own, relying on the shallow roots they put down in the desert 

sand? They wither.  

Only those who live a life close to the Lord — taking their places among the grove 

of verdant trees by the riverside — survive and flourish. 
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So, it’s not a matter of making something of yourself but allowing the Lord to 

make something of you. 

The temptation is always there for us to: 

➢ conform to the world, 

➢ walk in the counsel of the wicked,  

➢ stand in the way of sinners,  

➢ sit in the seat of scoffers! 

Consider Jesus’ words.  

Luke 6:21–26  

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.  

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.  

“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you 

and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man!  

Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; 

for so their fathers did to the prophets.  

 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.  

 “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.  

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.  

If we’re honest, what we want for ourselves is: 

➢ To be satisfied, 

➢ To laugh,  
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➢ Be loved or at least accepted and included by all, 

➢ To be rich, 

➢ To be full, 

➢ To be happy! 

We do not want to sign up for: 

➢ Hungry, 

➢ Weeping, 

➢ Hated, 

➢ Excluded, 

➢ Reviled, 

➢ Rejected, 

➢ Poor, empty and mourning. 

Here is where our cheatin’ heart comes in! 

Here is where our heart deceives us and says, “Surely, God wants everything 

good for you. It’s all out there for you. Just go get it!” 

Luke 12:16–21  

And Jesus told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 

plentifully, and he thought to himself,  

‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’  

And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul,  
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“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.” ’  

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things 

you have prepared, whose will they be?’  

So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

Moses warned the children of Israel, 

Deuteronomy 8:11–18  

“Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments 

and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, lest,  

when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them,  

and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and 

all that you have is multiplied,  

then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God…  

Beware lest you say in your heart,  

‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’  

You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get 

wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is 

this day. 

The heart is deceitful! It seems wise to seek what the world values and when 

achieving it consider ourselves a success. Remember how the devil tempted Jesus 

in the wilderness? He offered him: 
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Satisfaction, 

Acceptance and fame, 

Power. 

He promised to give all of these to Jesus if he just reached out and took them. 

Instead, Jesus chose the word of God, faithfulness to God, trust in God. 

What does the Lord want of us?   

➢ To take our delight in his word. 

➢ To walk according to his counsel. 

➢ To seek 1st his kingdom and his righteousness. 

➢ To be rich towards him. 

➢ To remember that all we have is blessing from him. 

So, be honest. Tell your cheatin’ heart to shut it! 

I know that I am a sinner! 

I know that I fall short of God’s glory! 

I know that I have not loved God with all of my reason and emotion! 

I know that Jesus died and rose for me. 

I know that God is merciful to me and forgives me for Jesus’ sake. 

I know that God wants the best for me! 

I know that God wants me to be have life abundant and fulness of joy! 

And we get those things when we trust in him and not ourselves! 


