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Mark 9:2–13 The Transfiguration  

 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up 

a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his 

clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 

And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 

And Peter said to Jesus,  

“Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one 

for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

We live in a “throwaway” culture. 

We throw away just about everything. 

Not that we haven’t noticed. We’ve been using this expression since LIFE 

magazine published an article in 1955 about a new phenomenon that emerged in 

the prosperity of the 1950s. “Throwaway Living” the article was called. 

Instead of blowing our noses using washable handkerchiefs (as did our eco-

friendly grandmothers), we use tissues and throw them away. 

We diaper babies’ bottoms, and then throw them away — the diapers, not the 

bottoms. 

We buy a pair of shoes and throw them away. 

We buy water packaged in plastic bottles, drink the water — and throw the 

bottles away. 
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Almost everything we purchase comes in what many call excessive packaging 

which ... is thrown away. 

We buy appliances small and large and when they break down we buy new ones 

and throw away the old ones. 

We buy TVs and throw them away. 

It wasn’t always this way! 

 

My Dad spent most of his adult life working in the repair division of Sunbeam 

appliances. 

You may remember the slogan, 

Built with integrity – Backed by Service! 

According to my Dad, the repair department had a s lightly different take- 

Built with integrity – Backed for Service! 

Does anyone still have one of those old,  

stainless steel toasters built by Sunbeam? 

In addition to large manufacturers repairing their products there were also small 

repair shops.You could get your TVs, toasters, radios and irons repaired for a 

small charge and they were good to go. 

The archetype for such small businesses is Emmett’s Fix-It Shop in the fictional 

town of Mayberry, North Carolina, as depicted on the 1960s television series “The 

Andy Griffith Show.” Emmett Clark fixed clocks, lamps, radios and more. 



2-11-18 Soul Repair. Transfiguration. 

 

3 
 

These shops, for the most part, have disappeared. 

This is why an organization called Repair Cafés is so interesting.  

Repair Cafés are free meeting places where you’ll find tools and materials to help 

you make any repairs you need on clothes, furniture, electrical appliances, 

bicycles, crockery, appliances and toys. You’ll also find expert volunteers with 

repair skills in all kinds of fields. 

Visitors bring their broken items from home. Together with the specialists they 

start making their repairs in the Repair Café. It’s an ongoing learning process. If 

you have nothing to repair, you can enjoy a cup of tea or coffee. Or you can lend a 

hand with someone else’s repair job. You can also get inspired at the reading 

table — by leafing through books on repairs and DIY. There are over 1,300 Repair 

Cafés worldwide.  

We live in a “throwaway” culture. 

We throw away just about everything. 

➢ We throw away more than clocks, lamps and diapers these days. 

➢ We also throw away friendships, values, traditions, manners, decency and 

common sense.  

➢ Some might say that we too often throw away our souls in pursuit of some 

elusive dream we hold dear.  

➢ We cast aside the spiritual component of our lives thinking, perhaps, that 

we will focus on spirituality later.  
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Then, one morning, we wake up wondering who we are and where we’ve been 

and where our life has taken us. We sense down deep that something is wrong. 

Something is broken. Something is in desperate need of fixing. 

Sometimes, things can’t be repaired. 

Ever sit on your glasses by mistake? The lens is shattered. The frame is broken. 

Your glasses are Unrepairable. 

Insurance companies have a slightly different turn on that concept. 

When the cost to repair the damage to a vehicle exceeds the actual appraised 

value of the vehicle, it is called “totaled!” Sure, the car might be repairable, but 

the car is not worth enough to fix.  

People feel that way sometimes, too. 

And, sometimes, we give up on others whose lives seem wasted and beyond 

repair.  

We regard them as: 

➢ Totaled 

➢ A lost cause 

➢ Not worth the effort! 

The prophet Nathan could have had this attitude toward David. God could have 

washed his hands of this ruler who seems, on the face of it, not much better than 

his predecessor, Saul, with whom God was unsatisfied. 

God was not ready to “total” David; he was worth fixing.  

David needed to get to the Soul Repair Café! 
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If we’re feeling totaled or worthless or far from God, it’s not because God has 

abandoned us.   

Ezekiel 33:11 

Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of 

the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live! 

Deuteronomy 31:6  

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD 

your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” 

 

We might feel that way because we have had a throwaway God: 

➢ a God to whom we listen when it’s convenient,  

➢ a God to whom we pray only when in distress,  

➢ a God who has become largely irrelevant because we really don’t apply the 

knowledge of God to our day-to-day lives. 

God does not cast us away. God repairs and redeems. 

Jeremiah 30:17 

For I will restore health to you, and your wounds I will heal, declares the LORD! 

Joel 2:25-26 

I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten. 

Isaiah 1:18  
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Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they 

shall become like wool. 

Have we ever thought of the church as the Soul Repair Café? 

There’s no point stopping by God’s Repair Café just to say, “Hey, I’m good,” and 

then go on your way. 

No, we gather together to admit we’re broken. 

We get together and help one another get the repairs we need. 

But, we must realize that only God can initiate those repairs; that’s not our job! 

God certainly does not want us saying, “Hey, I’ve got it all together. Just do what I 

do and all those problems will disappear. Then you’ll be great, like me!” 

David’s knows he needs Soul Repair. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know 

my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so 

that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. 

I’m guilty Lord. I’m broken and only you can fix me! 

One day, a mechanical engineer, electrical engineer, chemical engineer and 

computer engineer were driving down the street in the same car.  

Suddenly, the car stuttered, sputtered and wheezed, and came to a complete 

stop.  
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The mechanical engineer said, “I think a rod broke.” 

The chemical engineer said, “The way it sputtered at the end, I don’t think it’s 

getting gas.” 

The electrical engineer said, “I think something is wrong with the electrical 

system.” 

All three turned to the computer engineer and asked, “What do you think?” 

The computer engineer said, “I think we should all get out and get back in. It will 

be fine.” 

Just turn it off and then turn it back on! 

How often is that the approach we take to our problems? 

➢ Got a drinking problem? Oh, I’ll just stop! 

➢ Got a weight problem? Oh, I’ll just eat less! 

➢ Problem with a relationship? Oh, I’ll just be kinder! 

➢ Feel far away from God and wondering how you can get right with him 

again? 

➢ Oh, I’ll just start reading the Bible! 

I know you’ve all been sitting out there wondering,  

When is he going to get to the Transfiguration! 

What does this have to do with Jesus shining like the sun in his divine glory? 

What does this have to do with Moses and Elijah appearing there with Jesus? 

What does this have to do with Peter asking if they could build three tabernacles? 
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Ah, there it is! 

Peter!  In many ways he was a lot like David, wasn’t he? 

➢ He figured he had all the answers. 

➢ He thought he knew, better than Jesus did, how to go about being the 

Messiah. 

➢ He was certain that he would never fail or forsake the Lord. 

➢ He was too strong to be broken. 

Jesus, I think you finally got the idea! 

Right here, right now! 

This is the way to go about it! 

We’ll set up shop here and everyone will come and see you in all your glory 

 and all the problems of the world will go away! 

Jesus was talking with Moses and Elijah about his upcoming Exodus, his rescue 

mission for the world. 

No Peter. Come on down the mountain with me. Follow me to Jerusalem where 

I’ll be crucified! 

When you fall apart, come back to me and I’ll fix you! 

When Peter denied three times that he even knew Jesus, he wasn’t totaled. 

There was a Soul Repair Café waiting for him, just like there is for us. 

Here is what God says to us, 

Though you are homeless, though you're alone, I will be your home.   
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Whatever's the matter, whatever's been done, I will be your home.   

In this fearful, fallen place, I will be your home. 

So, we need to be thinking of the church as the Soul Repair Café, where broken 

people come to be fixed by God. 

He forgives us,  

He restores us, 

He fixes us up and sends us back out to be useful once again in spreading he 

mercy and love to the world. 

 

 

 

 

 


