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And Jesus said to Simon,  

“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”  

And when they had brought their boats to land,  

they left everything and followed him. 

There is a great deal of confusion about the naming of generations; at least after 

the baby boomers. Everyone seems to agree that if you were born between 1946 

and 1964, you’re a boomer. After that there is very little agreement. 

The simplest explanation I came across is: x, y and z. 

Lots of people want to change the dates because they don’t want to be 

considered as Millennials. For some reason, millennials get a bad rap. 

The facts are: 

➢ Millennials are similar to their parents and grandparents when they were 

the same age, under new circumstances. 

➢ Their median home income is similar. 

➢ Their job satisfaction, loyalty to employer and length of time at a job are 

consistently higher than Gen x. 

➢ Millennials have close relationships with their parents, and roughly half say 

that it is important to them to live close to their friends and family. 

➢ Millennials are the most competitive and most educated of the 3 

generations. 

➢ Millennials plan for the future but do so differently than the previous 

generations. Millennials tend to value: 

• paid time off,  
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• freedom and flexibility anchored by a Results Only Work Environment, and  

• location autonomy…over 401(k)s and titles. 

Which leads to today’s sermon title – Side Hustle. 

A side hustle is what we used to call a side business, or even a part-time job. The 

difference is that a side hustle provides an income source with flexibility and 

freedom. 

This might be in addition to a conventional job or it (and perhaps multiple others) 

might be the sole source of income. 

Remember when Grandma was selling Avon or holding Tupperware parties? 

Well, maybe Grandma is still selling Tupperware, but chances are that the side 

hustler you know is a millennial.  

Members of Gen Y are facing a whopping $1 trillion in student loan debt, not to 

speak of other debts.  

Some estimates suggest that 50 percent of millennials are doing the side hustle, 

often more than one.  

They’re involved in business ventures such as: 

➢ Chloe + Isabel - a fashion jewelry lifestyle brand devoted to empowering 

the next generation of entrepreneurs through social retail. 

➢ Etsy - the global marketplace for unique and creative goods.  

➢ UserTesting - a platform for getting rapid customer feedback. 

➢ Zazzle - the world’s leading platform for quality custom products.  

➢ Fiverr - the world’s largest marketplace for digital services. 
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➢ Rover - the world's largest network of 5-star pet sitters and dog walkers. 

This is just a small sample of the side hustles out there right now. 

These side hustles allow people to make some extra cash and perhaps pursue 

some interest or passion. 

Now, from what you know about Jesus’ 12 apostles, which do you think would be 

most involved in a side hustle? 

Before you say Judas Iscariot, remember he was a thief and a traitor, not 

interested in working hard for the money. 

How about Simon. You know, Simon Peter, the rock? 

Today’s rock, Duane Johnson is currently the host of a side hustle called The Titan 

Games! 

But Peter the rock in today’s text has a job; he’s a commercial fisherman. 

Jesus comes along with a possible side hustle, and Peter signs on. Immediately. 

He falls at the knees of Jesus confessing his unworthiness, water dripping from his 

hair. A fish flops out of a fold in his blousy trousers. 

Back on shore, he leaves his father’s business. “I’m in,” he says to Jesus — a 

virtual stranger. This could be a really interesting gig! 

Who knew that what started out as a side hustle would turn into a movement 

such as the world had never known and what today is called Christianity!  

His day job was catching fish! He was a fisherman. Then Jesus called him. And his 

life was never the same. 
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There’s no indication that Peter was looking for a side hustle. 

Perhaps we aren’t either. We’re happy with our day job and the side hustles we 

already have. 

What we don’t need right now is Jesus to come to us, approaching us with 

another idea. 

Especially since whatever side hustle Jesus is offering us, it probably doesn’t 

involve income flowing into our pockets.  

So, what if Jesus got into your boat? 

➢ What if Jesus was nosing into your business?  

➢ What changes might take place? 

The effect on Peter was that he saw instantly his own sinfulness and 

unworthiness. 

Since you’re here this morning it’s most likely that Jesus is already in your boat.  

We’ve already admitted that we are sinful and have asked for God’s mercy in 

Christ. 

We’re already signed on to the mission he calls us to.   

But, where does that fit into your life? 

Are we following Jesus wholeheartedly or is it just something we do on the side? 

Is it a primary concern or a side hustle? 

With Jesus in our boat do we see the miracles that surround us?  Peter drew in so 

many fish that he needed another boat to bring them in. 
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Do we see the miracles of faith in our lives and in the lives of those around us? 

Do we see Jesus in the opportunities to build up, encourage, and enlighten one 

another? 

Once Jesus got in Peter’s boat, he asked him to - 

Put out to deep water! 

This can be scary! 

Why out to the deep water? 

Obviously, because that’s where the fish are. 

Has Jesus asked you: 

➢ To put out to deep water?  

➢ To go outside your comfort zone? 

➢ To trust him beyond your understanding? 

➢ To love him and others with abandon? 

There’s a great song by Tauren Wells titled, Known.  

It's so unusual it's frightening, You see right through the mess inside me 

And you call me out to pull me in, You tell me I can start again 

And I don't need to keep on hiding!  

I'm fully known and loved by You! You won't let go no matter what I do! 

And it's not one or the other, It's hard truth and ridiculous grace! 

To be known fully known and loved by You! 
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Wouldn’t it be great if we trusted God enough to put out into deep water — 

where it’s dark and uncertain — and discover as Peter did, that this is where the 

blessings are! 

 

Okay, now we’re in the deep water. What next? 

Jesus says, “Let down your nets.”  

Jesus didn’t say, “First get yourself a Shakespeare Ugly Stik GX2 rod.” 

He said, “Use what you got, and let them down where the fish are. Then you will 

be successful.” 

Too many times we think that to be true followers of Jesus, we need something 

we ain’t got! 

We need a brain or a heart or courage or a Seminary degree! (OZ) 

➢ No. These guys are simple fishermen!  

➢ They don’t have anything fancy.  

➢ They are using methods time-tested over centuries. 

Jesus encourages us to use the tools we have. 

Many years ago, a young pastor was called, right out of seminary, to serve an 

impoverished little church in Tennessee. Although the church had been in 

existence more than 50 years, this was its first installed pastor. 

The people had scrimped and saved to come up with the money for their new 

pastor’s salary, and as a result had done little to decorate their one-room, wood-
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frame meeting house. They didn’t even have a cross hanging on the wall behind 

the pulpit. 

Preparing for their pastor’s arrival, it occurred to them that they ought to have 

some sort of artwork on the wall. So, they had a contest, inviting members to 

contribute some sort of framed picture. 

The winning entry was submitted by a young girl from the congregation, who had 

found a picture she liked in a magazine. It was a close-up photo of the face of a 

bulldog. Below the framed photo they hung a hand-painted sign:  

“Get a good grip on your faith and don’t turn loose!” 

The Church of Jesus Christ is not a hobby or a club or a side hustle! 

If we’re not paying attention, we might wake up and find that the Church is just 

another entry in the date-book of life, on equal footing with the bridge club, the 

golf game and the Rotary Club. 

So, when Jesus gets into your boat and offers a side hustle, accept immediately.  

Then put out for the deep, take the risk! 

And then use what you have! 

Then you’ll discover that it’s no longer a side hustle. 

It’s your life. 

It’s your life in Christ. 

It's so like You to keep pursuing It's so like me to go astray,  

But You guard my heart with Your truth The kind of love that's bullet proof 
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And I surrender to Your kindness! 

I'm fully known and loved by You 

You won't let go no matter what I do 

And it's not one or the other 

It's hard truth and ridiculous grace 

To be known fully known and loved by You! 

 


