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➢ Remember when we used to talk to people on the phone? 

➢ Why talk when you can send an email? 

➢ In fact, why talk or send an email when you can text someone? 

➢ The problem is that a brief text, especially one using text speak 

abbreviations, doesn’t always convey the message. 

➢ Emojis can be used to accompany text, trying to get across the spirit in 

which the text was meant. 

➢ So, why text when we can just send emojis? 

Examples: 

Smiley face 

Sad face 

Grrrr 

Lol 

Boiler up 

Today we begin the Season of Advent. So, what emojis would we use for the 

season that prepares us for Christmas? 

➢ Candles 

➢ Wreath 

➢ Christmas tree 

➢ Presents 

➢ Santa 

➢ Grinch 

➢ Scrooge? 
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We who know the mystery of the Incarnation might look for something a little 

more spiritual, a little more Biblical 

➢ Creche 

➢ Angels 

➢ Shepherds 

➢ Nativity scene 

But who would choose a branch? 

Or, more correctly, a sprout? 

Considering the prophecy of Jeremiah some 600 years before Jesus was born, that 

is the emoji that God is using. A sprout! 

Jeremiah 33:14–16 The LORD’s Eternal Covenant with David  

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  

In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  

In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely.  

And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  

 v.; sprout up, spring up, i.e., have a living thing grow out of a :(ṣā·mǎḥ) ָצַמח

source, and so increase in size or length   
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In the face of the impending judgment in which the nation will be swept away and 

the promised land reduced to a desolate wasteland, all God’s past covenants with 

his people appear to be rendered of no effect!  Here God, through the prophet, 

gives reassurance that the ancient covenants are secure and that in the future 

restoration they will all yet be fulfilled. 

 

Marguerite Higgins was a correspondent during the Korean conflict. One bitter 

winter’s day, she began interviewing a muddy Marine who had just returned from 

a grueling battle. 

 

As he opened a tin can of C-rations and began eating, Higgins said to the young 

man, “If I could give you anything in the world you wanted, what would you ask 

for?” 

The Marine thought for a moment and then said, “Give me tomorrow.” 

That is the message that God is communicating to his people through the 

prophet.  

➢ I will give you a tomorrow.   

➢ I will keep my promises. 

➢ I will remember my covenant. 

➢ I will never fail or forsake you. 

➢ I will give you my righteousness and call you by my name! 

And all of this can be communicated in this simple image. A sprout! 
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Jesus used this imagery as well. 

 

Matthew 13:32 

It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden 

plants and becomes a tree,  

so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  

Κλάδος - “shoot,” “bud,” “branch,” and is used figuratively for children.  

 

Matthew 21:8–9  

Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road,  

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  

And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting,  

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!”  

 

John 15:1–5 I Am the True Vine  

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  

Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 

that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit… 
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 

that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  

So did the apostle Paul – 

Romans 11:16  

If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump,  

and if the root is holy, so are the branches.  

So, let this be an Advent Image for you. Let this sprout be God’s emoji to you, 

communicating that in him is hope as he said through Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah 29:11–14  

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,  

plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.  

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.  

I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and 

gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, 

declares the LORD,  

and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

This is the message of Advent as we prepare our hearts to receive the God who 

came to save us. 
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That sprout after all is the one born in a stable and placed in a manger; 

worshipped by angels, shepherds and sages. 

That sprout is the one who made the perfect sacrifice, once for all, for the sins of 

the world and rose again victorious so that all who believe in him have an eternity 

to look forward to in his presence. 

What a great privilege we have to spread that message, that Good News of Great 

Joy and hope to the world. 

 


