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Mark 13:3-4 Signs of the End of the Age 

And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and 

John and Andrew asked him privately,  

“Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these 

things are about to be accomplished?” 

How much knowledge exists in the world today?  That is, the “information 

humankind is able to store, communicate and compute.” 

One study concluded that “humankind is able to store at least 295 exabytes of 

information.  

(Yes, that’s a number with 20 zeroes in it.) 

Put another way, … that’s 315 times the number of grains of sand in the world.  

But it’s still less than 1 % of the information that is stored in all the DNA molecules 

of a human being. 

That fact alone should humble us! 

The most that all of humanity is capable of knowing is less than 1% of the 

information stored in a single person’s DNA!!! 

If we think about it seriously, don’t we think that we already have TMI – too much 

information? 

There has never been a shortage of tragedies that are part and parcel of fallen 

humanity living in a fallen world. 
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Today we think that things are worse than they ever have been, but the opposite 

is true. 

At the end of 2016, the proportion of the world's population living in extreme 

poverty fell below 10 percent for the first time in recorded history! 

New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof boldly named 2016  

"the best year in the history of humanity." 

Kristof cited; 

➢ declines in global inequality,  

➢ a child mortality rate roughly half what it had been in 1990, and  

➢ 300,000 more people gaining access to electricity every day.  

Swedish historian Johan Norberg, wrote –  

Progress: Ten Reasons to Look Forward to the Future. 

Norberg examines 10 important indicators of human flourishing: 

1. food,  

2. sanitation,  

3. life expectancy,  

4. poverty,  

5. violence,  

6. the state of the environment,  

7. literacy,  

8. freedom,  

9. equality and the  
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10. conditions of childhood 

and concludes that the human race has seen improvement in all of them.  

Why then does it seem so bad? Because we are bombarded daily with all of the 

bad news! 

Perhaps, then, if someone would tell us that we’re on a “need-to-know basis,” 

we might be relieved. Do we need to know of every tragedy that occurs in the 

world? 

The phrase “need-to-know basis” has military origins. When the government or 

the military believes that certain information is extremely sensitive, the files are 

placed under severe restrictions. Access to the information is limited only to a few 

people who absolutely “need to know” in order to fulfil their duties. 

But “need-to-know basis” exists in other contexts as well.  

For example, when authorized engravers work on a new set of printing plates to 

produce government currency, each engraver receives only a section of the 

finished design. In this way, no single engraver ever sees the entire printing plate, 

so he or she could not be coerced into reproducing it for counterfeiters. 

Parents — to cite another example — do not tell their children everything. They 

don’t want their children to be burdened or to worry about things children should 

not worry about. 

And God, likewise, does not tell us everything, perhaps for similar reasons. 

We’re on a need-to-know basis. 
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In Acts 1:7, Jesus tells his disciples that there are some things they do not need to 

know.  

“It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority.” 

But in today’s text, clearly, the disciples need to know.  

They had been in the temple together and all of the disciples were impressed.  

“Look at these buildings! So cool! 

Look at this temple! And the size of the blocks of granite! Wow!” 

Jesus was not impressed.  

Yes, these buildings and stones are huge, but I will let you in on a secret. The 

day is coming when not a stone will be left untouched. This place is going down. 

When they reached the Mount of Olives, Peter, James, John and Andrew took 

Jesus aside and away from the others (perhaps they thought the other disciples 

did not need to know), and they asked him privately,  

‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are 

about to be accomplished?’ 

Jesus figured that they did need to know and so he told them. 

Mark 13:5–13 Signs of the End of the Age 

And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will 

come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.  
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And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must 

take place, but the end is not yet.  

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  

There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but 

the beginning of the birth pains.  

“But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be 

beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, 

to bear witness before them.  

And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations.  

And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious 

beforehand what you are to say,  

but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the 

Holy Spirit.  

And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 

children will rise against parents and have them put to death. And you will be 

hated by all for my name’s sake.  

But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

They needed to know about the tough times ahead of them. They needed to 

know that if they endured to the end they would be saved. 

But there were also things they did not need to know. 

Mark 13:32–33  
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“But concerning that day or that hour, 

no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  

Be on guard, keep awake.  

For you do not know when the time will come. 

So, what do we need to know? 

We need to know that false shepherds exist. False shepherds who claim to know 

what Jesus told us no one can know! 

We need to know that faithfulness to God is not about buildings. God does not 

live in buildings made by human hands. God dwells in the human heart. 

We need to know that our faith is linear.  

Life doesn’t keep going round and round in meaningless and repetitious rounds of 

suffering and despair. Rather, it is headed toward a culminating point; there was a 

beginning, and there will be an end. God did not create us and the world in which 

we live to languish indefinitely with the consequences of our sin.  

➢ God is a God of history.  

➢ God is going to wrap things up.  

➢ This is our hope.  

Jesus told the disciples that when the temple comes down, it is not the end, but 

the beginning of the “birth pangs” … the end is still to come, and then a new 

beginning. 

We need to know that there is no cause for alarm. Sometimes when everything is 

falling apart, coming down, things are really, for the first time, coming together. 
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We need to know that the one who endures to the end will be saved! 

We live in a bad news world! 

Modern communication technology makes it possible for us to be instantly aware 

of every terrible thing that happens immediately. 

Have people been killed by violence before? 

Have hurricanes struck the coastlines of countries and islands? 

Have there been wars and rumors of wars and earthquakes and famines and 

pestilence? 

Yes, and this will happen to the end. 

Jesus tells us what we need to know but withholds what we don’t. 

His message to us is clear- 

➢ Be on guard. 

➢ Be alert. 

➢ Be faithful. 

➢ Be thankful. 

Philippians 4:8  

Finally, brothers, whatever is true,  

whatever is honorable,  

whatever is just,  

whatever is pure,  
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whatever is lovely,  

whatever is commendable, 

 if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,  

think about these things.  

Yes, we need to be informed to live as responsible citizens. But if we are to live 

the lives of hope, peace and joy that Christ has called us to, there are things we 

don’t need to know. 

So, turn your thoughts to the things above and learn to be truly thankful for our 

Savior and God who has loved us with an everlasting love and will never let us go. 


