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John 8:31–36 The Truth Will Set You Free  

 So, Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you 

are truly my disciples,  

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

They answered him,  

“We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is 

it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”  

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever.  

So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  

Jesus said, Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 

Paul said,  

“there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 

Which means that we are all slaves! As long as we trust in ourselves and seek 

salvation by works of the law, that is! Paul continued… 

For there is no distinction… for all…  

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

If we trust in Christ alone for our salvation, then we are No Longer Slaves but have 

been made free! 
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It is that freedom we are remembering today as we celebrate the 501st 

anniversary of the Reformation. 

This is what the History Channel has to say about the Reformation: 

A 16th-century religious and political challenge to papal authority promoted by 

Martin Luther, King Henry VIII and others, which led to the Thirty Years War and 

the Counter-Reformation. 

According to the BBC:   

It's one of those things everybody's heard of, but nobody really quite 

understands. The culmination of centuries of Catholic corruption, or a bit of a 

fluke?  

The consequence of a European power vacuum, or grand theological debate? A 

reasonable quest for a son and heir, or simply a result of Henry VIII's lustful 

nature? 

Well, it is down to all of those, really. 

The dictionary says this: 

Reformation: noun , the action or process of reforming an institution or practice. 

They obviously are unaware of what my old English teacher taught, You can’t use 

the word to define the word. 

So, what does it mean to reform?  Verb, make changes in something, in order to 

improve it. 
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It is readily apparent that many people are completely ignorant concerning one of 

the most pivotal events in the history of western civilization and among those 

who are aware it is widely misunderstood. 

The Washington Post’s Mensa Invitational is a contest in which readers are 

invited to take any word from the dictionary, change it by adding or subtracting 

letters and supply a new definition. Here are a few examples:  

Intaxication: Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which lasts until you realize it was 

your money to start with.  

Reintarnation: Coming back to life as a hillbilly.  

Giraffiti: Vandalism spray-painted very, very high.  

Sarchasm: The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the person who 

doesn’t get it.  

Inoculatte: To take coffee intravenously when you are running late.  

Hipatitis: Terminal coolness.  

Karmageddon: It’s like, when everybody is sending off all these really bad vibes, 

right? And then, like, the Earth explodes and it’s like, a serious bummer.  

Decafalon (n.): The grueling event of getting through the day consuming only 

things that are good for you.  

Dopeler effect: The tendency of stupid ideas to seem smarter when they come at 

you rapidly.  

Arachnoleptic fit (n.): The frantic dance performed just after you’ve accidentally 

walked through a spider web.  
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Beelzebug (n.): Satan in the form of a mosquito, that gets into your bedroom at 

three in the morning and cannot be cast out. And finally, just for today… 

Refarmation – tearing up the parking lot to plant corn (or soy beans)! 

The reality is that the Reformation was all about freedom! 

➢ Freedom from slavery to sin. 

➢ Freedom from slavery to the Law. 

➢ Freedom from slavery to sinful men or institutions. 

➢ Freedom from slavery to fear of whether God could and does love and 

forgive you. 

➢ Freedom to know the God who created and redeemed you. 

➢ Freedom to live as a child of God, spreading the light and love of Jesus 

Christ! 

That has always been Satan’s number one strategy to destroy people’s 

relationship with God. 

➢ Did God really say? 

➢ Is God so mean and petty that he put you in this garden and then won’t let 

you eat the fruit? 

➢ Wouldn’t it be better to be equal to God, to be your own Lord and Master? 

The devil likes to twist the truth, change the definition, trap you with your own 

desires. 

And so, the Pharisees were slaves to their own traditions and sought to bind the 

hearts and minds of all the other Jews. 
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The claimed to be children of Abraham, children of freedom when, in fact, they 

had changed sides and were doing the work of the devil, trying to destroy the one 

who had come to be their Messiah. 

There was only one way for people to be free. 

So, Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you 

are truly my disciples,  

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

Abide in his word!  Not change it to fit my own thoughts or desires. 

People who are slaves to sin will rewrite God’s Word to justify their thoughts and 

actions. 

People who are slaves to fear will rewrite God’s Word to make forgiveness 

something that people must earn. 

To abide in Jesus’ word means to receive it as it is, to trust in it and the One who 

gives it. 

When Jesus says, 

➢ I love you. 

➢ I forgive your sins. 

➢ You are my child. 

➢ You will live forever in the place I’ve prepared for you. 

➢ I want you to have my peace which surpasses understanding, peace which 

the world cannot give. 
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➢ I want you to receive the Holy Spirit who will guide you into all truth and 

empower you to live in the light of God. 

➢ I want you to have a full and abundant life here and then perfection with 

me for eternity. 

He wants us to trust that what he tells us is the truth. 

And that truth will set us free!!! 

There was a devout man who liked to begin his day with the word of God. He read 

a part of scripture and a devotional book and prayed before he set off to work. 

He really enjoyed this quiet time but, unfortunately, so did his cat. She would cozy 

up to him, purr loudly, and rub her furry body against him. This interrupted the 

man’s devotion, so he put a collar around the cat’s neck and tied her to the 

bedpost during his morning devotion. It worked well. 

Over the years, the daughter of this devout man had noted how much his 

devotional time had meant to him. When she began to establish some routines 

and patterns with her own family, she decided she should do as her father had 

done. 

Dutifully she, too, tied her cat to the bedpost and then proceeded to her 

devotions. But time moved faster in her generation and eventually she 

streamlined the devotion to just a daily verse and a quick prayer. 

The day came when her son grew up and wanted to make sure that he preserved 

some of the family traditions which had meant so much to his mother and his 

grandfather. But the pace of life had quickened all the more and there simply was 

no time for such elaborate devotional proceedings. 
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So, in order to carry on religious tradition, each day while he was dressing he tied 

the family cat to the bedpost. 

If we want the freedom that Jesus calls us to, it is not a matter of ritual or 

tradition. To abide in Jesus’ word means that we trust that word and the one who 

gave it to us. And if we trust him, then our life will be devoted to him. 

To abide in his word means that it is part of our daily bread; we need it as much 

as food, water and air to breathe. 

To abide in his word, means that we become and remain active members of the 

Body of Christ, the Church. Here, together, we are strengthened in our faith and 

equipped for the ministry God calls each of us to be a part of; the ministry of 

reconciliation. 

2 Corinthians 5:17–20 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself  

and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  

that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them,  

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
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You are free! 

You are made new! 

You are God’s ambassadors! 

When people see what God has done for you, how you are a forgiven child of God 

able to live in joy, peace and freedom, no matter what circumstance this fallen 

world throws at you, then you provide for them a chance at that same freedom. 

Drawn to the light of Christ evident in you they can overcome slavery to sin, fear 

and self and become new creations through faith in Christ. 

This is what the reformation is all about and this is what we celebrate! 

NO LONGER SLAVES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


