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Isaiah 60:1 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 

you. 

Arise. Shine. Light. Glory. 

Let’s look at the last two words first. We all want light in our lives, especially 

during these dark winter days. Six days ago, we had only 9 hours and 20 minutes 

of daylight. But the days are getting slightly longer, and by the end of the month 

we’ll have 10 hours of light each day. 

But what about glory? Isaiah tells us that “the glory of the Lord has risen upon 

you”. We want glory as well, but it is not as clear as daylight. Just exactly what is 

glory, and where can we find it? 

Glory is majestic beauty and splendor, such as the glory of bright stars on a 

crystal-clear winter night.  

But the simplest definition of glory may be that  

Glory is God’s style! 

Psalm 19:1 The heavens are telling the glory of God!  

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  

God’s style is revealed in everything from:  

➢ sunsets,  

➢ starry nights,  

➢ dust storms,  

➢ rainforests, to 
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➢ the human face — all God’s style. 

Today we are celebrating Epiphany, from the Greek ἐπιφανείᾳ 

Which means appearance or manifestation and carries with it the implication of 

glory! 

 

Let’s consider a few scriptures to give us a clear understanding of what epiphany 

means. 

2 Timothy 1:8–10  

Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his 

prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God,  

who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 

because of his own purpose and grace,  

which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,  

and which now has been manifested through the appearing  (ἐπιφάνεια) of our 

Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel. 

Here, this appearing, this 1st Coming of Christ, has to do with abolishing death and 

bringing life and immortality to light.   

In short, Glory! 

1 Timothy 6:11–16  
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But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.  

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 

called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many 

witnesses.  

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 

who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 

 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 

appearing   (ἐπιφάνεια)   of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only 

Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  

who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one 

has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

You can see that this appearing, this Second Coming of Christ, is all wrapped up in 

light, power, honor and dominion.  

In short, Glory! 

2 Timothy 4:1–8  

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,  

who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing  (ἐπιφάνεια) and 

his kingdom:  

preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 

exhort, with complete patience and teaching… 
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6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come.  

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  

Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also 

to all who have loved his  appearing  (ἐπιφάνεια). 

To all who have loved his appearing, referring to his 1st appearance, to save us, 

and his 2nd appearance, to bring us into his glory! 

God’s style was revealed to the world when the wise men made their visit to the 

baby Jesus. Matthew tells us that they followed a bright star to Bethlehem, and 

Matthew 2:11 on entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

They gave him glory! 

In a small Southern town, a visitor during the Christmas season happened to see a 

nativity scene that showed great skill and talent. 

One small feature bothered the visitor, however. The three wise men were 

wearing firemen’s helmets. Totally unable to come up with a reason or 

explanation, the visitor left the scene. 

At a convenience store on the edge of town, he asked the lady behind the counter 

about the helmets. She exploded into a rage, yelling at the man, “You dang 

Yankees never do read the Bible!” 
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He assured her that he did, but simply couldn’t recall anything about firemen in 

the Bible. She pulled her Bible from behind the counter and ruffled through some 

pages, and finally jabbed her finger at a passage. Sticking it in his face she said, 

“See, it says right here, ‘The three wise men came from afar.’” 

The wise men were the first to see that Jesus reveals the grace and love of God to 

the world in a bright and unmistakable way. He is a child who grows up to show 

God’s style in everything he says and does. 

So, Epiphany is all about the glory of God being revealed to the world. But what is 

the effect of this glory on us? Light, beauty, splendor and style don’t mean much 

unless they have a positive effect. 

➢ Glory is there at the altar when a man and woman pledge themselves to 

love, cherish and be faithful to each other. 

➢ Glory is there when a child is born. 

➢ Glory is there at a baby’s first words or steps. 

➢ Glory is there when we see God’s grace evident in the lives of people we 

know. 

You see, God made us in his image and, even though that image is broken and 

distorted by sin, it is still there! 

We get to participate in creation! 

We can put our minds and hands to work in making something that is useful to 

people or beautiful to people. 

A husband and wife can participate in the creation of a human being. 
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We can be instruments of Holy Spirit power as God creates faith in people 

through our witness of his love in Christ! 

All of this is glorious! 

The popularity of sports, throughout the world, shows how much we need to 

feel glory. 

Research has shown that the reason people become so fanatical about their 

teams is that they crave this reflected glory.  They earnestly desire to have an 

experience of glory. 

Other studies reveal that being a fan of a sports team can ward off depression 

and feelings of alienation. Rooting for the home team can build a sense of 

belonging and self-worth.  

One of my earliest memories is being taken to Wrigley Field.  I saw the greatest 

baseball player in the world, Ernie Banks, up close and personal. 

I wanted to be like him. I wanted to be the shortstop for the Cubs and take his 

place when I grew up. 

➢ Every game I played in the alley, throwing a rubber ball against the wall, I 

was Ernie Banks and I found glory in that! 

Of course, in those imaginary games, Ernie wasn’t only a great player, but they 

also won the world series! 

➢ Walter Payton was my favorite football player and I experienced a new 

sense of reflected glory when his 85 Bears won the Super Bowl. 
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➢ Folks around here found glory in Drew Brees taking the Boilers to the Rose 

Bowl. He went on to be a decent player in the NFL. 

➢ Folks around here found glory in Peyton Manning, especially when the Colts 

won the Super Bowl in 2007. 

➢ Folks around here found glory when the Boilers made it to the Final Four. 

Oops! Maybe not! 

➢ Millions of fans found glory in 2016 when the Cubs finally won the World 

Series! 

This experience of reflected glory is real. I have seen it and felt it! 

Isaiah was writing to God’s people in a time of deep darkness. He promised that 

although thick darkness was covering the people, something good was going to 

happen:  

The Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you! 

God would appear! God would come to be with us! 

And that appearance will be filled with glory! 

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn! 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of 

the LORD.  

Jesus, the light of the world: 

➢ Drives away sin, isolation and despair; 

➢ Gives us the gift of forgiveness; 

➢ Gives us the promise of eternal life; 
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➢ Gives us the gift of Christian fellowship; 

➢ Changes our attitude towards the world around us; and 

➢ Allows us to bask in his reflected glory! 

  

Now, finally, the first pair of words: Arise and shine. 

Here is the “now what?” part of the message — the call to action.  

Now what do we do? 

When we experience the light of God and are covered with the glory of God, we 

cannot help but arise and shine. 

Imagine this. You’re watching your team (Colts or Bears) in the Super Bowl with 

friends. You all have drinks in your hands and popcorn in your laps. You’re down 

by 4, it’s the last play of the game and you have the ball on your own 8-yard line. 

Then, your back catches a short pass with room to run.  

He reaches the 25, and then, with a head and shoulder fake, he’s at the 30.  

He zigs and he zags.  

He eludes a tackle, cuts in the opposite direction and makes it to the 40. Seeing an 

opening, he scoots to the 50, and then it’s a foot race to the end zone 50 yards 

away. 

Only one defender can possibly reach him. The question is whether your guy still 

has gas in the tank. It’s going to be close. And then at the 3-yard line, less than 10 

feet from the goal line, that last defender dives and gets his ankle.  But the back 
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uses one leg to leap forward, stretching the football out. He falls on the goal line 

and the ball is in the end zone. 

Here’s my question to you. 

At what point of this 92-yard play did you arise and shine? 

No fan could watch this without standing up and hollering.  

You would leap to your feet and start screaming at the television! 

You would be shouting out encouragement and reveling in the glory! 

So, when the glory of the Lord is upon us, there’s no way we are sitting on our 

hands.  

We will shout from the housetops that God has come to us. Our salvation is here! 

So, arise and shine! 

The light and glory of God are upon us! 

 

  

 

 

 


