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1 Samuel 3:8–11 

Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore, Eli said to 

Samuel, 

“Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 

hears.’ ” 

So, Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the LORD came and stood, calling 

as at other tmes,  Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant hears.”

“Mr. Watson, come here — I want to see you.”

Those are the famous frst words ever transmited  y telephone, spoken  y 

Alexander Graham Bell on March 10, 1876, into an early telephone prototype and

heard  y his assistant, Thomas A. Watson, in their Boston la oratory. Watson, we 

can say, was the frst to “take the call.”

That was all well  efore our tme. When some of us, (we know who we are), were 

growing up, telephones- used to look like this (tangled cord phone) and sound like

this – ring.

It was a huge step forward when we frst got wireless phones for in the house.

Then, inspired  y Star Trek, we  egan moving toward current cell tech.

Pictures of early car phones and cell phones.

Now this, afectonately referred to as a land line, is a dinosaur, moving toward 

extncton, as a result of the food of new phone tech.
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Seriously, how many of us stll have a land line?

Cell phones provide a paradox similar to Christanity.

 Those who trust in Christ as Savior and follow him as Lord are totally free, 

enslaved to no one.

 But at the same tme, we are slaves to everyone, as we represent Christ’s 

selfess, sacrifcial love to the world.

 Cell phones give you the freedom to  e reached anywhere; you’re no 

longer ted down to a locaton. This is a  lessing.

 Cell phones give you the freedom to  e reached anywhere. This is a curse.

Cell phones give us freedom and enslave us at the same tmee

There is a feature that is relatvely new to phone tech that ofers some relief to 

this slavery; caller ID.

It used to  e that I would never dream of not answering the phone. Now, if it’s a 

toll-free num er, or from some locaton that I don’t know anyone, I let it go. 

I don’t take the call.

If it’s important, the caller can leave a voice mail. I’ve wasted far too much tme 

dealing with pushy salespeople and have had too many ofers of 

free – fll in the blank!

This is a  lessing. But it can also  e a curse. 

Have you ever tried to get ahold of someone for something important and all you 

get is ringing, or voicemail and you’re yelling, “Take the Calleee
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The a ility to take the call or not to take the call is what today’s sermon is all 

a out.

Young Samuel certainly could have used caller ID!  3 tmes he tried to take the 

call,  ut, assuming that it was Eli calling, it didn’t go through.

Once he realized that it was the Lord who was calling, he got the message.

So, the 1st thing we need to consider is, 

“How do we know when it is the Lord calling us?”

It’s not like we have a photo icon that appears when we get an incoming call on 

our smartphones. 

For Samuel and the other Old Testament prophets it was a mater of whether 

what they were told would happen, did actually happen!

Deuteronomy 18:21–22 

And if you say in your heart, 

‘How may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken?’— 

when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, 

if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD 

has not spoken; 

the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. 

2 Peter 1:19–21 

And we have the prophetc word more fully confrmed, 
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to which you will do well to pay atenton as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 

untl the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this frst of 

all, 

that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretaton. 

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 

but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Jeremiah 28:9 

As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes 

to pass, 

then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”

1 Corinthians 14:3 

… the one who prophesies 

speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolaton.

Hebrews 1:1–2 

Long ago, at many tmes and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son!

“How do we know when it is the Lord calling us?”

 When the message we receive is in accordance with the Word of God -God 

is speaking!
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 When the message we receive is speaking of the peace that Christ has 

made through his sacrifce on the cross, God is speaking!

 When the message we receive is for upbuilding and encouragement and 

consolaton, God is speaking!

 When the message we receive invites us to trust in Christ as our Savior, 

God is speaking!

 When the message tells us to go forth in His name, and in His power, to 

witness of God’s love for the world, God is speaking!

TAKE THE CALL!!!

When Jesus called the 12 to follow him and  ecome fshers of men, they 

responded to the authority of Jesus who was the Christ. They  ecame 

eyewitnesses of all he said and did to prove he was the one sent into the world to 

save it.

When he had accomplished everything for the salvaton of the world, he 

ascended to his Father in Heaven and he lef his disciples with a mission and a 

promise.

Mathew 28:19–201

And Jesus came and said to them,  All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all natons, baptting them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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God’s will for the world is clear.

1 Timothy 2:4 

God desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

That includes us. God wants us to know Jesus and  e saved.

And, since we are now his children; since we are mem ers of his Kingdom; he 

wants us to represent Christ to the world. 

How do we do that? 

How do we take the call to represent Christ?

Life is complicated! 

Sometmes it looks like this tangled phone cord.

Sometmes it’s like we’re  arely getng one  ar of recepton and we can’t make 

out what the words are.

How can we know what God wants us to do when life is so complex, difcult and 

thorny?

Consider John the Baptzer.  We may think his life was simple; afer all, he lived in 

the wilderness and ate  ugs. 

 He didn’t have any  ills to pay, 

 no house to keep up, 

 no family to care for and he 

 certainly didn’t need to plan for retrement!
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So, he’s out in the wilderness preaching repentance and  aptzing penitent 

sinners; preparing the way of the Lord, making his path straight!

Luke 3:7–14 

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptied by him,  You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to fee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping 

with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even

now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fre.” And the crowds asked him, 

“What then shall we do?” 

And he answered them, 

“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 

food is to do likewise.” 

Tax collectors also came to be baptied and said to him, 

“Teacher, what shall we do?” 

And he said to them, 

“Collect no more than you are authorited to do.” 

Soldiers also asked him, 

“And we, what shall we do?” 

And he said to them, 
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“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusaton, and be 

content with your wages.”

All of these people had worries and cares and jo s and families just like we do. 

They heard the call of God to repent and  elieve  ut weren’t sure how to take 

that call. John told each of them to live in a way that was worthy of children of 

God.  

 Be generous if you have more than you need.

 Be honest and just in your jo .

 Learn to  e content!

Micah 6:8 

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justce, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

1 Corinthians 101:31 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

That’s what God is calling us to do.

The people in Philippi heard Paul proclaim the Gospel and they received it with 

great joy; so much so, that the leter he wrote to them is called the Epistle of Joy!

He gives them advice on how to take the Lord’s call and glorify him in all they do.

Philippians 2:1–4 

So, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

partcipaton in the Spirit, any affecton and sympathy, 
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complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 

Do nothing from selfsh ambiton or conceit, 

but in humility count others more signifcant than yourselves. 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests,

 but also to the interests of others.

Philippians 4:4–8

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplicaton with thanksgiving let your requests

be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 

whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable, 

if there is any excellence, 
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if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

That’s the Lord callinge

Can you hear Him now?

TAKE THE CALLeee
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